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The North cemetery of Knossos during the Dark Ages





‘Not even those who lived long ago before us
and were sons of our lords, the gods , themselves half-divine,
came to an old age and the end of their days without hardship and danger,
nor did they live forever.’
(SIMONIDES)

In its root meaning the word ‘archaeology’ is constituted by the Greek words ‘archaio’ (ancient) and ‘logos’ (talk, reveal). As a result, one could argue that archaeology as a discipline intends to unveil, to reconstruct the past; the ‘past’ as defined and constituted by the human beings, their interactions with the environment, with the material world, with each other. In other words, human lives consist of a set of multi-dimensional and complementary relationships with their ‘everyday world’ within the sphere of time.
Within the history of archaeological thought as a discipline the two key words ‘continuity’ and ‘evolution’, used by Charles Darwin to characterize the biological progress of species, had a direct impact on the field of archaeology. In my perception, since these two concepts describe the process of human beings, they inevitably portray their societies. Individuals inherit their characteristics from their ancestors, they change throughout time and they define in general their descendants. The same circle of interaction is followed by societies. From the one part the bounds with the past are profound and from the other part the future is shaped by the present. Consequently, it is impossible for archaeologists to analyze and to understand a specific era of a civilization without a knowledge of the ages that preceded and the ones that followed.

























The Greek Dark Ages

“Just as our opinion of an individual is not based on 
what he thinks of himself,
so can we not judge of a period of transformation 
by its own consciousness; on the contrary,
this consciousness must be explained rather from 
the contradictions of material life.”
(Morris 2000, p.10)

The period that begins with the decline of the Mycenaean kingdoms and ended when the first indications of economically and culturally developing societies appear has been denominated as the ‘Dark Ages’. 
The term ‘Dark Ages’ mirrors not only the absolute lack of archaeological evidence concerning the concept of that era but also the profound differentiation of that period in relation to the preceded ages. More specifically, the criteria that led archaeologists to such a characterisation could be summarized in the following. Firstly, in comparison to the precedent ages which were signified by the existence of at least two writing systems (Linear A and B), the greater part of that era appear to have been an illiterate age. In addition, this period seems to have been marked by a severe decline in population and a remarkable downfall of the standard of living. Moreover, what it is also noted, is a transition in the field of crafts, characterised by the introduction of monotonous forms and linear styles that have no relation to the colourful and multiple decorations of the Minoan and Mycenaean frescoes and pottery.
However, in my perception the term ‘Dark Ages’ should be merely used as a reference to the archaeological record not to the ages themselves. As Snodgrass argues: ‘…It is one thing to prove that a long period of time elapsed between two comparatively well-explored cultural phases, and another to show that that period was dark. Mere lack of information about a period makes it dark in one sense of us; but we must not confuse this sense with the darkness real and serious enough to have been apparent to the people at the time. It is this alone which gives the true meaning to the phrase ‘dark age’ and it is this which cannot be accepted without positive and laborious proof…’ (Snodgrass, 1971, 2). 
Consequently, even though the era between the 11th and the 8th centuries B.C is being characterised by a wide differentiation in all of the aspects of the everyday life of the years that preceded and the ones that followed, the ‘Dark Ages’ need an objective and methodical approach in order to unveil the inner processes and transformations that led to the signal of a new era at the end of the 8th century B.C. 
However, in order to understand the Greek Dark Ages, I find it essential to take a glance at the nature of the prior times.

The background to the Dark Ages 
The most typical model, used by philosophers and historians to describe and to understand the phenomenon of declension of civilisations, was to compare the rise an fall of an empire with the circle of life of a living system: the birth, the maturity and the death. For Greece before the beginning of Dark Ages, the civilisations which grew, developed and came to an end were the Minoan and the Mycenaean. 
The Minoan civilisation, which flourished within the confines of the Cretan landscape, lasted approximately for two thousand years. Its history begun in 3300 B.C, the early Minoan or Prepalatial Period, and ended in 1000 B.C, the Subminoan or Postpalatial period (Dickinson 2006, pp.9-22). Throughout its existence, the Minoan civilisation experienced two major destructions, which had also been used by archaeology as indicators of its chronological sub-periods. The first destruction, probably due to natural causes (Pendlebury 1939, p.146) occurred during the Middle Minoan period, shattering the palaces of Knossos, Mallia, and Phaistos, signalling the end of the first Palatial period. The second calamity took place in the late Minoan II period, when the second Palatial period, along with the Minoan civilisation as it used to be came to an end. Both periods of the Minoan civilisation were characterised by the existence of palaces, dwellings of the kings and centres of power, probably reflecting the organisation of the everyday life under a bureaucratic system of governance, a hypothesis also supported by the existence of stamps which could had been belongings of various officials (Alexiou 1964, p.28). The Linear B tablets found in Knossos and Phaistos consist of records of the agricultural products and of the slaves occupied with their treatment. In addition, the analysis of the contemporary to the second Palatial period, indicates the existence of a trade network far beyond the borders of the Aegeaen territory, to and from Egypt, Palestine and Syria. 
After the end of the Minoan civilisation, Knossos continued to be inhabited retaining its capacity as a palatial centre, even though the character of the everyday life had completely changed, as seen through mortuary evidence and the decorative motifs of frescoes. Men, who probably were kings, ‘heroes’, or warriors, buried in elaborated tombs along with their weapons, depictions of warriors in frescoes, tablets consisting of reports of great quantities of military equipments (Hooker 1996),are the main characteristics of the so far late Minoan evidence. Do they indicate a new different era ‘ruled’ by the sense of insecurity and the fear of an invasion? No argument could be raised with certainty, however, what is for sure is the fact that even though the Minoan centres continued to exist throughout the LM III period, they were no reminiscent of the glory that preceded. 
However, the glory and magnificent of the once great palatial centres were now being transferred to characterise another culture, established in the mainland of Greece, the Mycenaean civilization. Throughout the centuries, the Cretan civilization has influenced the societies of Greece. Different styles of the Minoan architecture and craft have been spread within the territories of Greece. The ‘new’ civilization that was now flourishing carried profound ties with the Minoan culture (Vermeule 1972, p.x).
The term Mycenaean civilisation is used to describe the civilisation whose history begin approximately in the 17th century B.C, when the site of Mycenae rose into prominence, flowered during the 13th century B.C and reached the decline in the 12th century B.C. Its centre laid on Peloponnese and mainland, however, it had spread its tentacles over Attica, Boeotia, Thessaly, Iolkos and the central and southern Aegean   (Desborough 1972, p.18). 
The Mycenaean civilisation could be described as a huge living system, economically wealthy, with well-organised trade networks. Craftsmen and artists possessed elaborated techniques as seen through their achievements i.e the decoration of ‘megaron’ (palace), the mask of Agamemnon et cetera. In addition, the contexts of various tablets found within the Mycenaean world have helped to reconstruct or to understand the organisational form of these societies. More specifically, records of domestic animals (sheeps and goats) and of their owners, of workers and of their field of activities as well as the quantity of food that equalled to each individual, the existence the word ‘do-e-ra’- ‘δουλες’ (slaves), records of several authority assignations by the king (‘wa-na-ka’- ‘αναξ’) to a particular individual, records of fields possessions by various officials and finally records of the quantities of wool produced, as well as its area of production present a well-structured, complex and wealthy society, organised under a bureaucratic system of governance (Hooker 1980). Consequently, it could be argued that the social ladder of the Mycenaean society could be divided into three groups: firstly, the king’s entourage and the local officials, secondly, the members of demos who maybe were craftsmen, farmers and merchants et. al, and finally the slaves.
What led to the so-called end of Mycenaean civilization is not known. Various hypotheses such as the effects of climatic changes, raised by Carpenter in 1966 (Μαζαράκης 2000, p.40), or the catastrophic invasion of a foreign tribe (Desborough 1972, p.21) are under discussion. However, it should be mentioned that the so far, most plausible cause of the decline of the Mycenaean civilisation is the ‘descent of Dorians’, a tribe also found in ancient Greek literature, such as in Thucydides who argues that the descent of Dorians took place eight years before the destruction of Troy (Thucydides, I, 12). In order to confirm the above possibility Desborough and Hammond tried to search within the archaeological record aiming to find changes in practices and customs which could imply a foreign influence. Such changes have been argued to be the introduction of sub-Mycenaean style in pottery found in Argolis, Corinth, Athens and Leukandi and the series of destructions and abandoning which occurred during the thirteenth century B.C in the south and central part of Greece (Desborough & Hammond, 1962). In addition the existence of massive fortification walls, such as the Cyclopean walls, and of water-supplies within the citadels have been interpreted as indications of a military character of Mycenaean societies, evidence of the existence of a sense of insecurity and fear. However, from the other part the introduction of the practice of cremation itself, a fact thought to be related to the Dorians, was now proved to be a Near East influence of the eleventh  century B.C (Desborough, 1964, 71) (Snodgrass, 1971).
Whoever the invader was and wherever there was an invasion or not, the twelfth century was an era of multiple and profound changes within the Helladic world. Many of the wealthiest and important citadels, which were once abandoned generating massive immigrations towards Achaea, Argolid, Perati, Kephallenia, Chios, Crete and Cyprus (Desborough 1972, p.20), were never again reoccupied. The skill of writing along with craftsmen techniques was now lost. The pottery styles were fragmentised, following the general picture of declination of the once more elevated arts. Finally the phenomenon of demographic decrease which marked that era along with all of the above would have changed the way of life of those people, whereas it would have been very difficult for them to start over, to convey and adopt all of their cultural characteristics into the new ‘condition of life’. The political and economic superstructure of the Mycenaean centres was abruptly was brought into an end.
To summarise, the era that led to the Dark ages was characterised by a large and strong civilization, carrier of important achievements and structured under a methodical system, similar to its Minoan predecessor. That civilization was led to an end, which achieved not only to destroy the unity of the Mycenaean world and to paralyse the whole culture, but also to conduct a series of transitions and transformations that signalled the beginning of a new era. 




















Dark Age settlement and society

‘…there can never be a neutral reflection of unmediated
social realities. We cannot move from how our
sources present the world to how the world really is;
Every  presentation is a re-presentation.
All we can do is play off one (mis)re-presentation against another…’
(Morris 2000, p.12).

‘There can never be a neutral reflection of unmediated social realities’. It is true. It is difficult to organise, arrange and classify the archaeological record of an excavation; but it is much complicated when it comes to interpret according to the findings, the social realities it reflects. The way archaeologists are trying to re-construct the past is based only on assumptions, determined by their social realities. In other words it is the way we have organised and structured our world that designates the way we understand and we approach other societies.  As a result the problematic of ‘interpretation’, as one of the main goals of archaeology as a discipline, rests on the concept of ‘factual’. How can we be certain about the past? Could we be confident of our interpretation of a society that brings no literary evidence?
The problematical nature of the analysis of the Greek Dark Age settlements and societies is indisputable. That part of the field of Greek prehistoric archaeology has been is and will be under academic discussion. Excavations continue and many prehistoric sites remain unexplored. Moreover, the fact that the settlement evidence are rare and that even from the already investigated sites no many structural remains have been found, are two substantial disadvantages that encumber further progress. In other words, even if a residential district is revealed, it will belong to a small and probably transient settlement which won’t be able to provide us with many data such as metal items, pottery or bones. Consequently, even though it would be difficult and dangerous to try and proceed to any conclusion, and much more risky to make any kind of generalizations, the so-far published evidence from Dark Age settlements and cemeteries generate a general picture, depiction of the past, subject of discussion within the field of archaeology.            
The common assumption that derives from the analysis of the archaeological record is that the period of the Dark Ages is marked by a significant drop in population size. As a result, as it would be expected, the settlements did not maintain the same size they had during the Mycenaean ages. They mostly consist of a small percentage of households, distributed around the acropolis (Dickinson, 2006, 88). However, it is widely accepted that main characteristic of the Dark Age settlements, is the feature of ‘variation’ between regions. Whitley, argues that there are two types of settlements: the stable and the unstable (Whitley 1991, p.184).
By the term ‘stable’, Whitley defines these settlements that had been occupied throughout the Dark Ages and which later on became ‘city-states’ of the Archaic period. Athens, Argos and Knossos are a typical example of a stable community and it is their contemporary cemeteries that witness that continuity. Throughout the archaeological survey, the location of cemeteries played an important role; in most of the cases cemeteries were attached to a settled area. As a result, not only were they markers of a specific inhabited area, but there were also their components that signified their period of use. More specifically, in the case of Athens, the cemetery of Kerameikos contains different types of pottery, dated throughout the geometric period, a fact that proves that the cemetery remained in use from the proto-geometric period onwards (Coldstream 1977).
In addition to the stable communities, the term ‘unstable settlement’ covers a big variety of settlement types. Lefkandi, Cavousi, and Nichoria are examples of this type. As their label implies, they were occupied for a long or short period of time and then they were abandoned. According to Whitley, it is these settlements that form the concept of ‘big-man’ societies, raised by Binford:‘…In big-man systems, the competition is fro persons, and the result is the actual residential gravitation of people to the neighbourhoods of big me. Status however, accrues to those who can offer others security on account of the number of alliances they have…A big man’s alliances, negotiated at individual level, cannot be passed on to someone else; they are not transferable to his sons, who must negotiate their own. Consequently when a successful big man dies, his alliances die with him and his competitors gain in status as a result of his death. So there is an inevitable outflow of population associated with the death of high status persons…’(Binford 1983, pp.219-220).
The big-man system is thought to be a very plausible type of authority for the unstable settlements of the Dark Ages. The security provided by the bureaucratic system of the palaces was now in the hands of big-men, who through their skills in negotiating alliances were challenged to provide the sense of security to their people. Within that framework, we could also understand the reason why these settlements were finally abandoned. In that case, it was the unstable character of authority and the flexible type of social forms that led to the end. Whitley, stress that within the concept of a big-man ruler, the exceptionally large houses found in Lefkandi, Cavousi and Nichoria reflect the tendency to advert his power. In other words, they not only serve as his dwelling, but they are also markers of his prestige (Whitley 1991, p.185).












Dark Age burial customs
The burial customs of the early Iron Age differ in each region.  However, in general the main burial practices are single burials and cremations. The origins of the custom of cremation or the reasons that imposed a change in the common burial custom, the inhumation, remain unknown. Sporadic cremations have also been found along with inhumations within chamber tombs, where the ashes were either placed directly on the ground, or they were put in a vessel, during the Mycenaean period. The cemetery of Perati is an identical region where cremations dated in the Mycenaean period have been excavated (Iacovides 1970, pp.31-57). In order to explain the introduction of that new custom, many hypotheses have been raised. Most of them suggest that it was either introduced by the Dorians during their invasion, or it was imported from the East. Additionally, Mazarakis argues that the appearance of the custom of cremation is an inner advancement of the burial practices that probably took place due to a change on the religious beliefs of a small proportion of the population that later on affected the whole society (Μαζαράκης 2000, p.150).
During the geometric period, the pit-graves and the shaft-graves are the most common types of graves. The coexistence of cremations and inhumations placed within the same tomb is a common phenomenon. However, it has also been proposed that only adults were cremated, whereas children were buried in pit-graves. In addition, it is essential the fact that plenty of iron objects and weapons have been found as grave goods within the burial contexts, during that period (Μαζαράκης 2000, p.159), an element which could be analogous to the Homeric picture of warriors and heroes. 






Throughout the above paragraphs I have emphasized to the concept of ‘continuity’. Within that framework I argue that the period between the 11th and the 8th century B.C, was the one that led to the birth of the Archaic and Classical Greece, when the Greek civilization reaches its ‘apotheosis’. Thereupon the end of the Greek Dark Ages signals the beginning of a new era, when Greek societies accomplish significant advances in political theory, the rise of democracy, philosophy, theatre, poetry and art. The Dark Ages consist of the period when the new political structures started to be formed leading to the figuration of ‘polis’ or ‘city-state’ and the formation of the main institutions that established the identity of the Greek culture. 
What preceded the beginning of Dark Ages was the growth and the end of two civilisations of overwhelming power, rigorous social organisation, wide trade networks and elaborated craftsmen techniques. With their end they gave their position to a period of disarray and chaos, where all the achievements of the past seem to have been lost.  The Dark Ages is a ‘new’ era, a period of stabilisation which at the end of the Iron Age had obviously been accomplished. 










‘All mankind is of one author, and is one volume;
when one man dies, one chapter is not torn out of the book,
but translated into a better language;
and every chapter must be so translated...
No man is an island, entire of itself,
every man is a piece of the Continent,
a part of the main…’
John Donne (1572-1631)

Throughout the development of archaeological thought, the interest in mortuary practices was evident, especially when the focus was on prehistoric societies where mortuary data played a central role in the archaeological inquiry. In nineteenth century, burial evidence was the most substantial body of data available for the Neolithic period. Consequently, one could argue that the early history of archaeology was in fact the history of burial practices. However, ‘mortuary practices’ was not considered to be a separated branch of archaeology as a discipline and it was mostly anthropological studies that were trying to explore relationships between funerary ritual and social structure. Nevertheless, the value of such studies for archaeology is as Pearson argues: ‘…that they provide detailed contextual explorations of symbolism within funerary practices which archaeologists have learned to take into account.’ (Pearson 2005, p.23).
Throughout the development of archaeology as a discipline, the analysis of mortuary evidence was being affected by the context of the contemporary archaeological theory. However, the interest was always towards the examination of the main axes of a society, such as social stratification and structure. Childe in 1956 stressed that: ‘…Community of tradition imposes on all members of the society in question a common pattern of behavior. This must result in the production of standard types, which, if they be artifacts, burial rites or remains of repasts, archaeology can identify.’ (Chapman & Randsborg 1981, p.3). Consequently, the importance of mortuary data was indisputable; they were thought to be embedded with the culture and the identity of societies.

Mortuary evidence and New Archaeology
The archaeological school of thought known as ‘New Archaeology’, emerged during the 1960’s, offering a new approach to the interpretation of the past. As an opposition to traditional archaeology and to the normative view of culture, New Archaeology stressed that the archaeological research should exalt the archaeological data to our general idea of the process of cultural development (Binford 1970, p.16). Additionally, the terms cultural process and evolution, inherited by positivism, were the main axes of that ‘new’ archaeological approach. According to processualists, objectiveness and reduction of generalizations through the use of a deductive model of analysis should be the main aim of archaeologists. Moreover, all hypotheses should be tested in an objective way (Renfrew and Bahn, 1991, p.35).
Within the framework of New Archaeology, Binford tried to develop a new approach to the analysis of the mortuary data. His main argument was that mortuary practices should no longer be used as indications of cultural diffusion or ‘fashions’, as the culture-history view tended to analyze them. On the contrary they should be analyzed within the context of variations in society and social complexity. In his paper, published in 1971, Binford argues that: ‘It is proposed here that there are two general components of the social situation to be evaluated when attempting to understand the types of social phenomena symbolized in any given burial situation. First is what we may call, with Goodenough… the social persona of the deceased. This is a composite of the social identities maintained in life and recognized as appropriate for consideration after death. Second is the composition and size of the social group recognizing status responsibilities to the deceased. We would expect direct correlations between the relative rank of the social position held by the deceased and the number of persons having duty-status relationships vis-à-vis the deceased…Also we would expect that the facets of the social persona symbolically recognized in the mortuary ritual would shift with the levels of corporate participation in the ritual and hence very directly with the rank of the social position which the deceased occupied in life.’  (Chapman & Randsborg 1981, p.7). In other words, mortuary practices reflect different aspects of social organization, and what is more important is the fact that the social persona, including age, sex and social status have composite the burial practice.
In addition, influenced by the processual approach to mortuary analysis and the emphasis on variability and social organization, O’Shea argued that within the inquiry of mortuary behavior it is fundamental to prescribe the regularities which characterize the burial customs. According to O’ Shea, it is the various sets of conventions which shape the burial culture. In order to explore them, the archaeological methodology must take into consideration the following set of principles: first of all ‘all societies employ some regular procedure or set of procedures for the disposal of the dead’, secondly ‘a mortuary population will exhibit demographic and physiological characteristics reflecting those of the living population’, thirdly ‘within a mortuary occurrence, each interment represents the systematic application of a series of prescriptive and proscriptive directives relevant to that individual’, and finally ‘elements combined within a burial context will have been contemporary in the living society at the time of interment’ (O’ Shea 1984, pp.33-39). Consequently, his main argument is that mortuary archaeology and the interest on mortuary behavior must be oriented towards the exploration of these social conventions which are responsible for the formation of burial practices. The pursuit of these regularities could lead archaeology to the desirable generalizations concerning the wider context of societies. After all, mortuary evidences are profoundly related to the everyday life of the society.  
Within the framework of social approach, Binford’s and Tainter’s search was based on the detection of the social ranking through the analysis of mortuary practices. More specifically the method called ‘energy expenditure’, a term borrowed by the field of physics, was used to determine the social status of the deceased in relation to the energy expended throughout the ritual. In other words, the higher the social rank, the greater the complexity of the mortuary patterns, such as the body treatment, the duration of the ritual and the grave goods. In addition, there are not only specific attributes, but also certain artifacts that serve as indicators of the social status (Chapman & Randsborg 1981, pp.1-24).  In addition, Saxe and Tainter introduced the term ‘entropy’ into the analysis of mortuary variability. In physics, entropy is used to measure the unavailability of a system’s energy to work. In archaeology, it was used to define the organizational complexity. In a few words: high entropy reflects lack of organization and low entropy is related to an increasing organization. This theory is based on the assumption that all of the components of a burial create a scheme of multiple interactions between them (Goldstein 1981, pp.53-68). The use of the theory of entropy along with the theory of energy expenditure, aimed to decode the interrelations between the various components of a disposal. If an analysis of a burial illustrates high energy expenditure and low entropy, then it is characterized by multiple forms of organization, which would reflect a high rank in the social pyramid.
Finally, based on the concept of multi-dimensional relationships which constitute the sphere of mortuary practices, the last component of mortuary practices that has been analyzed is the spatial organization. According to Goldstein: ‘…the examination of the spatial component can yield information on at least two broad levels: (1) the degree of structure and spatial separation and ordering of the disposal area itself may reflect organizational principles of the society as a whole; and (2) the spatial relationship to each other of the individuals within a disposal area can represent status differentiation, family groups, descent groups, or special classes, dependent upon the correlation of these spatial relationships with other dimensions of study.’ (Goldstein 1981, p.57). As a result the mortuary system may be depicted as a two-dimensional map. The first dimension encompasses the position of the disposal area within space, its structure and ordering and the second, the positions of the interments within a grave and the possible relations that they may depict.  Therefore the multi-dimensional character of the spatial component refers to the fact that it has to be analyzed in the following terms: the placement of the grave within the cemetery, the placement of the grave in relation to the interment, the placement of the individual in relation to others.
Consequently the analysis of a burial system itself involves multiple inquiries concentrated on all of the aspects and dimensions of the mortuary practices.  In order to summarize the various dimensions of the field of mortuary practices, Binford, presented the following scheme: 

1.	‘Treatment of the body itself
a.	Degree of articulation of the skeleton
b.	Disposition of the burial
c.	Number of individuals per burial
d.	Multilations and anatomical modifications
2.	Preparation of the disposal facility
a.	Form of the facility (e.g grave, tomb)
b.	Orientation of the facility and the body within the facility
c.	Location of the facility in relation to the community (e.g within village, in spatially differentiated location)
d.	Location of the facility within the disposal area itself
e.	Form of the disposal area (e.g cemetery, mound, house-floor)

3.	Burial context within grave
a.	Arrangement within grave of specific bones with relation to grave furniture and grave facility
b.	Form of the furniture
c.	Quantity of goods
4.	Population profile and biological dimensions
a.	Age
b.	Sex
c.	Disease states and/or circumstances of death
d.	Nutritional evidence and environmental stress
e.	Genetic relationships’
                                                                                           (Goldstein 1981, p.59).

The reason why I chose to quote this scheme rests at its importance. I believe that not only does it manages to summarize the main concepts of the processualistic theories on mortuary practices, providing a coherent sample of what the characterism ‘multi-dimensional’ signifies, but it also offers an essential paradigm of a well-established analysis of a mortuary system. In my perception it attains to involve all of the aspects which combine a burial practice, such as the practical ‘rules’ of the disposal of the deceased, the spatial components in both intra and inter-level, the analysis of the multi-sets of relationships within a disposal area that could lead to the decode of the symbolic or inner meaning of rituals and finally, the particular biological characteristics of the population of a cemetery that could create a general table of the profile of population. To my point of view, it is essential that this scheme or an analogous forms the basis of a mortuary analysis. 
New Archaeology as a school of archaeological thought, tried to shed light upon the analysis of mortuary data, trying to introduce a coherent set of methodology specified on mortuary evidence.  Disclaiming the efficacy of normative view, the processualistic inquiries focused upon the variation in modes of disposal. Along with the emphasis on spatial organization and on energy expenditure, they tried to interpret the data in terms of rank and social status, in other words, in social terms. 
Contemporary approaches on Mortuary Archaeology
In addition to New Archaeology, post-processual archaeologists argue that funerary practices are not a direct reflection of societies, contesting the capacity of mortuary data to serve as clear depictions of reality. 
The concept of rites de passage, first raised by Van Gennep, has played an important role in the development of post-processual theories. According to his theory, the life of every individual within a society is based on a conceptual scale, constituted on series of transitions from one social status to another. These ‘phases’ of transitions include the main axes of a human life: pregnancy, childbirth, initiation, marriage, death. The transition from one social state to another is accomplished through various social rites: birth, childhood, social puberty, betrothal, marriage, pregnancy, fatherhood, initiation into religious societies, and funerals. The importance of funerary rites is indisputable: ‘…those funeral rites which incorporate the deceased into the world of the dead are most extensively elaborated and assigned the greatest importance...’. However, the structure of a funerary rite depends not only on the presumable variations, but also on the ideology of every individual: ‘…Everyone knows that funeral rites vary widely among different peoples and that further variations depend on the sex, age, and social position of the deceased…Funeral rites are further complicated when within a single people there are several contradictory or different conceptions of the afterworld which may become intermingled with one another, so that their confusion is reflected in the rites’ (Gennep 1960, pp.146). 
Therefore, Gennep’s perception of human life is reminiscent of the cyclic trajectories of life, found in nature. All of the components of the natural world follow a circular trajectory of life, characterized by various transitions, i.e birth, maturity, death, and each one signals the beginning of a new era. According to Gennep, in order to establish the beginning of a new period, human beings have formed rituals which correspond to each phase. In my perception, Gennep’s approach to rituals and to funeral rituals in particular, is a precursor of the contemporary symbolic approaches.
An example of how Gennep’s approach on mortuary evidence can be put into practice is presented in Voutsaki’s paper, ‘Mortuary evidence, symbolic meanings and social change: a comparison between Messenia and the Argolid in the Mycenaean period’, published in 1998. In her article, Voutsaki discusses the use of formal cemeteries and the appearance of the shaft-grave and the tholos-tombs at the end of Middle Bronze Age in Greece, trying to examine the symbolic and cultural significance of mortuary forms. According to Voutsaki, the main symbolic significance of cemeteries is their capacity to stress the separation of the world of the living from the realm of the dead. To support her argument, she claims that it is also the design of the tomb (both tholos tombs and in shaft graves consist of three main parts) which creates a further spatial division: More specifically, tholos tombs consist of the dromos, the entrance and shaft graves of the shaft, the roof and the tomb in the shaft grave. Thus, the tripartite separation of their architectural design denotes the conceptual passage from one world to another. Moreover, she argues that both the dromos and the shaft form a type of a transitional section between the two worlds. In addition,  the fact that in most of the cases there is evidence of rituals that took place in these sections before placing the dead into his ‘permanent residence’, supports the idea of them acting as passages within the ceremonial sphere. As a result, Voutsaki argues that: ‘By means of this elaborate ritual sequence, death becomes part of a predictable, cyclical scheme of continuity and renewal. Mortuary rites do not, however merely happen within this scheme; they create it, by creating periodicity in social life’ (Voutsaki 1998, p.45). 
The emphasis in material culture and its symbolic character is a particular characteristic of post-processual approaches. ‘Symbolic and contextual approaches are based on the premise that all human action is expressed in symbols, and it’s the patterning of these symbolic actions which is preserved in the archaeological record. Material culture is viewed only in analogy to language or text: both consist of signs (signifiers), the meaning of which (the signified) only becomes clear in context’ (Härke 1997, p.21). The key concept in post-processual analysis of mortuary data is the word ‘context’. As mentioned above, in addition to New Archaeology, burial data are no longer thought to be ‘reflections of the society’; they rather are ‘half of mirrors of life’. Therefore, they act as symbols and the only way to decode their meaning is to put them within their conceptual context within which their symbolic character was created. In other words, funerary data have a two dimensional character: they reflect the society to which they belong, but since they are part of a complex system, a burial ceremony, the only way to decode their meaning is to analyze them within their conceptual framework, i.e burial rite, religion, mortuary beliefs.   
However, even though contemporary approaches to mortuary analysis differs a lot from the processual tradition, it has been well established that there must be a direct relationship between the funeral goods, which usually consist of what the deceased was wearing and of the grave gifts, and the social status of the dead. Concerning the reliability of the relation between the deceased and the grave goods that accompany him, many questions have been raised, during the last decade. The main axe of these approaches is the argument that we can not be certain if mortuary material culture reflects reality. 
             More specifically, the main questions raised, are the following: 
-	Do they belong to the deceased?
-	Do they belong to his/ her family?
-	‘Is it possible that his/her relatives who are responsible for the funeral, exaggerated in their choice of gifts and as a result the remains do not belong to the dead but to the relatives?’ (Jensen and Nielsen 1997, p.35). 
Identical example of that ‘dispute’ is Pearson’s approach to the case of ‘Otzi’, the ‘Iceman’, whose body was found almost intact, in the Őtzaler Alps of the South Tyrol. He was found alone buried under big quantities of ice and the most probable prospect is that he died due to bad weather, while travelling alone. According to Pearson, ‘Otzi’s’ equipment and belongings, i.e clothes, weapons, are without doubt part of his personality. They belong to him, they were probably his everyday outfit and as a result, various hypotheses can be argued concerning his position within the society. However, we have no evidence on how he was perceived by his people. In other words, even if we know how he presented himself, what remains unknown is his relation with people from his kin group. We would have been able, though, to make some speculations if he was buried within his society’s cemetery, where we would have data from his funeral representation. Therefore, Pearson argues that funeral practices not only are a presentation of the deceased in a way that his relatives saw him as a corpse, but they also offer an ‘idealised representation’ of the individual, rather than by the man himself (Parker Pearson 2000). Finally, what is the relationship between the two systems, societies and cemeteries? : ‘Relations between living groups must be seen as relations of influence, an inequality where the deceased individuals may be manipulated for purposes of status aggrandizement between those groups’ (Parker Pearson 2000, p.264).
Moreover, Whitley’s examination on the Minoan warrior graves follows the same procedure. His paper, involves the analysis of the Minoan warrior graves from several sites of Crete. While everyone would expect that these rich warrior graves belonged to great warriors, he comes to the conclusion that not all burials were of adult men. In fact grave 4 at Sellopoulo is a juvenile who was actually buried with an elaborate bronze sword. As a result he assumes that ‘we are dealing with a situation where the status of a warrior has been not achieved, but ascribed’ (Whitley 2002, p.223).
In my perception, whether material culture belongs to the deceased person or it is a result of a deliberate choice of the relatives, whether it was part of his body or not, it doesn’t mean that it is less valuable to our interpretation. The deceased’s position within the society is directly related to the social status of his relatives. We still can acquire knowledge concerning the social organization and the social lives of people.
In addition, I argue that whatever way we choose to approach and understand the meaning of burial data it is indisputable that they are part of a specific burial ritual determined by the society, that they do need to be analyzed within the general context of each society (not only the religious norms but also the historical, political, and sometimes cosmological context) and finally that they do are agents as described by Gell, not self-sufficient agents but secondary agents: ‘…they do not emerge as agents except in very specific social contexts.’ (Gell 1998, p.17). In other words, objects, art-objects are social actors influencing the field of social action.









Mortuary data and the reconstruction of the past; from burial to society
   
                         
‘C-L: Is there then no hope that her life may be saved?
Ser: No: her fated day presses on.
C-L: Are the necessary preparations then being made?
Ser: The finery in which her husband will bury her is ready.
C-L: Unhappy man, being so good a husband to lose so good a wife!
…………………....
C-L: Let her know then that she will die glorious and the noblest woman by far under the sun. When she learned that the fated day had come, she bathed her pale skin in flowing water, and taking her finery from its chambers of cedar she dressed herself becomingly. And standing in front of the hearth-goddess' altar she made her prayer.’

                                                                                   (Alkestis, Euripides, A’,146-162)

  Euripides wrote the tragedy “Alcestis” in 438 B.C. The story is about one of the most beautiful women, Alcestis, who after the tasks her father, king Pelias, organized in order to find the suitable man for his daughter; she got married to king Admetus. After the wedding, Admetus forgot to make the required sacrifice to Artemis, and found his bed full of snakes. Apollo helped him, by making the Fates drunk, extracting from them a promise that if anyone would want to die instead of Admetus, they would allow it. Since no one volunteered, not even his elderly parents, Alcestis stepped forth and gave her own life in order to save him. The above abstracts present the dialogue between the chorus and the nanny of Alcestis expressing their sorrow but also their relief that she will be buried with all her ornaments- ideal symbols of her social status- in total glory. As seen from the above it was very important that she received, even after she was dead, the respect and glory that was apposite to the case. 
As seen from the abstracts of Alcestis, it was a custom to bury individuals along with their personal ornaments and objects, significant of their social status, their gender, their social relations (whether they were married or not). It seems that objects of great value were obviously characteristics of the aristocratic families and that so were the grave types as seen from the Mycenaean arced chamber tombs. Nevertheless it is easier to make such generalizations when referring to archaic or classical societies whose political and economical structures were more complex and as a result so were the social structures. What happens with prehistoric societies is a difficult task for archaeology and more specifically for mortuary archaeology to uncover. 
In my perception, the system of values concerning mortuary practices, found in the Archaic period of Greece onwards, did not appear from nowhere. Since the geographic and domestic ‘map’ of Greece begun to designate during the Dark Ages, this is when we must search for the inception of the Greek burial ideology. In other words, it is probable that the same values defined mortuary practices, values that can be found throughout the history of the Helladic world. Euripides, Sophocles, Aeschylus, they often present within their poems the importance of burial practices. The respect of the dead, the celebration of a formal burial ceremony is a duty of his relatives, imposed by the unwritten laws, the society and the gods. The relatives are ‘obliged’, or bounded with the duty to bury their relatives in the proper way. Sophocles’ tragedy, ‘Antigone’, deals exclusively with that theme. Antigone, struggles against her uncle, Creon , who represents the authority and the political laws of their society, in order to offer her brother, Polyneikes, a proper and honored burial. She doesn’t even risks to loose her own life in order to do her duty. It is her words: ‘I will descend, even before the fated term of my life is spent. But I cherish strong hopes that I will arrive welcome to my father and pleasant to you, Mother, and welcome, dear brother, to you. For, when each of you died, with my own hands I washed and dressed you and poured drink-offerings at your graves. But now, Polyneices (​http:​/​​/​www.perseus.tufts.edu​/​cgi-bin​/​vor?type=phrase&alts=0&group=typecat&lookup=Polyneices&collection=Perseus:collection:Greco-Roman​), it is for tending your corpse that I win such reward as this. And yet I honoured you rightly, as the wise understand’ (Sophocles, Antigone, 2, 895-905). To my point of view it is the above passage that mirrors the tragic ideal of mortuary practices. 
In my perception, that system of values is linked to the past forming the ethnic tradition and identity of Greeks. 
Throughout the Greek literary evidence, grave goods and material culture in general, which accompanied the dead, were profoundly related to the deceased. They were markers of his/ her existence, defined by the sex, the age, the social status of the deceased. I argue that the above, is not an element that characterizes only the Helladic world. It can be found throughout space and time, as a common element found in human behaviour, in al societies. 
Contemporary archaeological case studies raise the issue of the depiction of several social concepts, i.e power, prestige, and gender within mortuary analyses. 
Concerning power, it has been argued that warrior graves from the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age are signs of a hierarchical society. This specific type of grave has been found in many cemeteries throughout the Helladic world, such as in Lefkandi, the North cemetery of Knossos, Perati et al. In the case of Lefkandi, for example, Themelis argues that the cemetery presents a complex pattern of burial customs, but it is obvious that cremation is the most common practice.  This fact makes of particular interest the existence of certain inhumations. Taking into account the fact that two out of the five examples of inhumation are warrior graves, in both of which there is evidence for a wooden coffin, he comes to the conclusion that maybe it is the leaders of the proto-geometric community that continued to be buried in the old custom of the Mycenaean heroic age (Themelis 1980, p.214).
 Weaponry is not just a type of object accompanying the dead. It carries several symbolical meanings concerning the inner ideology of societies. It seems most suitable the fact that we stand in front of what is called the Homeric heroic ethos as described within the Iliad. Warriors whose purpose of life was the faith in transcendental ideals such as their fatherland and they fought for them without fear of death. These warriors, either killed in battle or returned home as heroes, they gained for them and their families respect, honor and the favor of gods. They had become heroes serving a transcendental ideal, and they were put in the highest position within their societies. As a result we might not have symbols of royal emblems but we do have a hierarchical society based on different criteria. If this approach is correct then swords are, as Malafouris has argued based on the ‘material engagement theory’, part of the body of the warrior: ‘… the sword as an enactive sign brings about a new semiotic field of engaging the world and as such a novel understanding of what it is to be a Mycenaean person and body’ (Malafouris 2007, p.14). The person defines the sword and the sword characterizes the whole existence of its owner. 
However, it could be argued that when referring to such prehistoric societies it is evident that objects like weapons do carry a symbolic, meaningful social connotation, as they are significant of power and prestige. But what happens with everyday objects? What can their social lives tell us about the social lives of people?
Gender as a set of culturally determined models of behavior ascribed to the two sexes is shaped and expressed by and through everyday objects. It is material culture that designs gender identities and characteristics in each society as it is a social product and reversely it determines social behaviors. According to Sørensen: ‘Gender exists as it becomes performed through discursive practices and negotiations of norms, and it gains reality, form and consequences only as it becomes associated with the body and other materialities…The object is the medium through which gender can operate…it is through objects and their associated activities that gender becomes enacted’ (Sørensen 2000, p.82). However, in what ways could grave goods mirror the social lives of people? 
The case study made by Lyons, called: “Gender and Burial in early colonial Sicily: the case of Morgantina”, shows how mortuary evidence can shed light upon gender identities. In her paper, Lyons examines the phenomenon of cultural change during the 7-6 century B.C in Sicil, a Greek colony, through the interactions of Greek men with native women. She represents the role that the native women played in that society by defining the character of everyday life. According to the evidence, Greek pottery was imported in the late 7th century. Several fragments of Greek vessels were found together with geometric pottery that was made locally, an indication that the imported pottery was not received passively. The results of the mortuary analysis have showed that aside from male graves, a great percentage of women were buried within sarcophaguses along with drinking vessels of the symposion type. In addition, most of the tombs that belonged to both sexes, contained ornaments of the Sicilian type, and imported Greek pottery along with Sicilian. Consequently, Lyon concludes that not only a group of native Sikel women occupied positions of social prominence within their society, but also that both sexes enjoyed access to prestige imported goods (Lyons 2002, pp.87-102).











Concluding Remarks  
Throughout the above paragraphs, I have tried from the one part to present the evolution of mortuary archaeology within the archaeological thought and from the other part to stress the importance of the archaeology of death itself.
In my perception, if we manage to separate mortuary material culture from the ritual context and analyse it with purely positivistic criteria, and at the same time being able to integrate our outcomes within the general ideology of the specific society, we will be able to acquire information concerning various aspects of the everyday life of ‘these’ people. In addition, I argue that whether we examine the process of warrior graves in Late Bronze and Early Iron Age in Greece and the meaning of swords to their warrior-owners, or we are trying to interpret the everyday life of people within a community via their ornaments and pottery, material culture if analyzed through a coherent methodology, is in all cases a reflection of the social lives of people. It can provide us with information concerning not only the everyday life of the deceased but also his/her social status, activities and social relations. In fact it is the particular relation that people have with objects that makes them so meaningful: from one part they are the means by which we understand and shape our world and from the other part they outline our own perception of the world. 











At the begging of the introductory chapter of Knossos it would be essential to present briefly the island itself, in order to create an image of our ‘subject of study’.
Crete is an island ‘ruled’ by an extraordinary diversity of scenery. High wild mountains and deep gorges drop down to the sea. The sea is close to the mountains and little valleys are dispersed at the foot of them. The country when it is near the sea, it becomes rolling and wild and rocky hills with steep slopes form sometimes ravines.   Yet, there are great  plains, either coastal, such as Mallia, or in the interior of the island, for example Messara. High plains are formed on the foothills of the greater mountains, as one could see in the region called Lasithi. Nevertheless, even in these plains the land is not totally flat, there are many low hills. 
In western Crete even if there are no big plains or rivers the vegetation is very rich. Moreover, mountain Ida to the east and White Mountains to the West are the dominant characteristics of the country. In addition, the soil is rough and according to Godart and Tzedakis, in ancient times there were lots of forests (Godart & Tzedakis 1992, p.15). Central Crete is also dominated by the mountain Ida. To the north of the mountain there is the plain of Knossos and to the south the plain of Messara. Moreover, the Asterousia Mountains create a natural barrier to the south eastern Crete which is much more mountainous and there are no big plains, but lots of little valleys and high plains. Additionally, the most common kind of rock is the soft kouskouras (light-coloured limestone), which is also mentioned in most of the excavation reports covering the tombs, since it is very easy to dig in. Finally, in view of the Mediterranean climate, the main cultivation is olives, vines and grains and the numerous uplands provide good grazing for sheep and goats. Consequently, taking into consideration all of the above, Crete is and has been a place of adversative characteristics with plains, hills and mountains but also an island that could provide its people with the essential for their lives, resources. 
Within this geological map, Knossos is situated in the central Crete and its position justifies the fact that, during the thirteenth century, it was the political and economical centre of Crete or, as Nowicki argues, one of the most important communities within the Mycenaean ‘confederation’ (Nowicki, 2000, p.225). What follows the decline of palatial centres is unknown. However, it seems that the region of Knossos continued to be inhabited, even if a change in terms of population occurred.  More specifically, Warren, in 1997, contended that during the LM IIIC phase a new settlement appeared (Warren 1997, p.181). Nowicki expanded this theory, stressing that a large group of population arrived, which was not originally related to Knossos. Moreover, he argued that a group of population, originated in the coastal areas of Crete, immigrated to Knossos due to fear (Nowicki 2000, p.225). In my perception, taking into consideration the fact that Knossos is either hilly or much distanced from the sea, it actually acts as a natural ‘shelter’ that could offer the sense of security to prehistoric people. Consequently, Nowicki’s hypothesis is not improbable.  
It has been mentioned in the above chapters that Knossos, along with Athens and Argos, could be considered as a stable community, in the way the term was presented by Whitley in 1991. For the Knossian society of the Dark Ages the cemetery that proves correct Whitley’s assumption is the North Cemetery. Its use begun in the eleventh century and as a result it is often used by archaeologists as a benchmark for the detection of the Subminoan phase of Knossos. It consists of the larger concentration of graves and according to Coldstream the opening of a new cemetery symbolises a severance of the past or, in other words, the beginning of a new era (Coldstream & Catling 1996, pp.714-715). To expand Coldstream’s argument, maybe North cemetery mirrors the need of a new necropolis along with the structure of a substantial settlement in the dawn of the Subminoan ages. Moreover, revealing a continuity of use from the Subminoan times until the Roman period, the main cemetery of Knossos will serve as the main source of information of the associated to it settlement of the Dark Ages.









The North cemetery of Knossos, placed near the west side of the Minoan palace, constitutes of the larger burial area (500 square metres) in Knossos. Its distance from the area where we have evidence of habitation is estimated to be approximately 1 kilometre.  It is constituted of three groups of tombs that belong to three different sites: Ambelokipi or Tekke, Medical Faculty and Fortetsa, which are placed consecutively forming a linear trail north to south.
Various needs correlated to the improvement of the area of central Crete led to the investigation of this region. More specifically, the digging of a large trench for the construction of a piping system from Spelia to Ambelokipi within the years 1975-76, brought to light two Roman and a late Minoan cemetery (Catling 1974-1976, pp.4-5).  However, it was in 1940 when excavations undertaken by R.W Hutchinson at a site one kilometre north -west of the Minoan palace, east of the main Herakleion-Knossos road and north of the Venizeleion hospital, the Tekke site, relieved the Khaniale Teke tholos and other tombs (Boardman 1967, p.57). Later on, it was in 1975 that Niotakis and Koiladhi building plots, placed two hundred metres south of the group of Teke tombs found by Hutchinson, were investigated in advance of building (Catling 1974-1976, p.11).  The last Tekke tomb that was found during that excavation (Tomb G) complemented the ‘Tekke group’, a group of fifteen chamber tombs in total (Tomb A- Q) dated between the tenth and the seventh century B.C. 
Moreover, in 1978 the Ephor of Herakleion at that time, Dr. Angeliki Lembessis, was asked by the School to conduct trial excavations at an area owned by the University of Crete where the future Medical Faculty building was going to be constructed. The purpose of the trial excavation was to determine if ancient remains existed and in such case further excavations would be necessary. The plot of land, 25 stremmata in extend, at about two hundred and fifty metres north to south and east to west was a large field, part of an old olive grove. Most of the field is relatively level but it falls away very slightly to the east and towards the south, whereas to the south-east lays open country (Catling 1978-1979, p.43). Nearly one kilometre away south lays the modern village of Fortetsa. The excavations at the Medical Faculty site lasted almost one year and the findings were astonishing. The number of tombs that were brought to light was approximately three hundred, along with an Early Christian church. A large majority of them is dated in the Dark Ages, whereas there are also tombs that belong to the Late Minoan, Hellenistic and Early Christian times (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.55).      
Finally, the concentration of ten tombs (F/67 1-10) found in 1967 at the so-called Fortetsa site were chosen to be part of the North cemetery, forming its southern limit, rather than to belong to the Fortetsa cemetery. They rest one hundred metres south from the University, within a space no more that forty five metres long and six metres wide. They are dated between the Protogeometric and the Early Orientalising period (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.284).
The above paragraphs present the three groups of tombs which form the so-called North Cemetery of Knossos. The excavations lasted in total more than forty years and many articles have been published by various archaeologists, i.e Catling, Brock, Boardman, Hutchinson, Coldstream and Payne, within which an individual investigation of specific tombs is being attempted. However, the first effort to accumulate and analyse the data as a whole in order to conclude into possible inferences concerning the North Cemetery of Knossos, was made by J.N Coldstream and H.W Catling, in their book called ‘Knossos North cemetery. Early Greek tombs’ published in 1996. The causes that detained the publishing of such a compendious and comprehensive report could be related to the particular characteristics of the North cemetery, such as the clump of tombs, the complexity of data and the practical features that make the analysis of these tombs a long-term procedure. 
More specifically, the use of almost most of the tombs for a wide temporal period is one of the most particular characteristics of this cemetery. At the same time, it is also one of the reasons that make its analysis difficult as it is essential to separate each period and in parallel to reconstruct the ‘picture’ of the cemetery and correspondingly of the settlement of the Dark Ages. Coldstream, in his book in 1996, managed to separate the evidence of the North cemetery and to present its chronological continuity (graph 1) divided into four phases which will be presented within the paragraphs that follow.
Initially, the Subminoan period had been characterised as period of decline. However, the outcomes from our cemetery, the warrior graves and the elaborate burial practices of the Subminoan period, compose a different picture. Coldstream believes that even if these ages were marked by a general sense of disturbance, the core of the last ‘Minoan city’ remained. This hypothesis represents the ‘polis theory’, in other words the theory that argues the existence of only one centre of habitation in Knossos since the sub-Minoan/ proto-geometric years. In general, the ‘polis theory’ has been supported by Coldstream and Morris, and it has been accepted by most of the archaeologists who examine the history of Knossos (Coldstream, 1991), (Morris, 1991). To a large extend, the burial practice of collective graves continued, while the only innovation noted within this period, is the periodical use of cremation. The second phase covers the early proto-geometric period, from the tenth until the ninth century. This period, concerning burial data, is characterised as a period of spread, growth and reorganisation. It is also a period of bigger uniformity in mortuary practices. New cemeteries are introduced, the Fortetsa and the Tekke. The third phase extends from the Proto-geometric B until the Meso-geometric period. The exterior relations are more developed now and imported objects appear. The forth and last phase goes through the late-geometric phase, up to the period of final abandonment of chamber tombs. This period is characterised by demographic increase. In Knossos a northern extension of the settlement takes place. The import of various objects continues, while the difference of wealth in burials becomes now more obvious. According to burial pottery, the chamber tombs in North cemetery were used till the same period with the date proposed by Brock as the end of the cemetery of Fortetsa, that is to say approximately in 630 B.C (Brock 1957, p.214).
As mentioned above, the Tekke and the Fortetsa cemetery were introduced during the second phase, at the beginning of the proto-geometric period. Concerning this hypothesis I argue that Coldstream’s assumption is not unstable. According to the analysis of tombs, the only site that provides us with certain evidence of use from the sub-Minoan times is the Medical Faculty. In addition, the Tekke and the Fortetsa tombs seem to have been used for the first time at the beginning of the proto-geometric period and as a result, it is probable that they have been also introduced during that period. The need for the introduction of two ‘new’ cemeteries could be related to the probable demographic ‘growth’ of Knossos which Coldstream argues to have taken place.  
Even though within this paper I tend to demonstrate an analysis of the Dark Age tombs, it should be noted that the mortuary evidence that derive from excavations prove that in total, the North cemetery had been in use from the sub-Minoan times until the seventh century and that it was re-used from the Hellenistic times till the Roman period. Moreover, the fact that it served as the main cemetery of Knossos, in other words it was designated for the inhabitants of Knossos, remains the most probable logical argument, accepted by the majority of archaeologists. The nearest to Knossos cemeteries of ‘Ag. Ioannis’ and ‘Mastampas’ are actually distanced enough and as a result they could not have served as the cemetery of people of Knossos. It is obvious that until the seventh century B.C, Knossos as a centre preponderated in the island of Crete. In addition, the same problematic occurs concerning the Fortetsa cemetery. There is no evidence of a settlement near the cemetery and it would have been very difficult to carry the deceased from Knossos to Fortetsa. As a result, Coldstream’s hypothesis that a few families decided to bury their relatives near their land, seems plausible (Coldstream 1981, p.144).  



























In general, the North cemetery of Knossos due to it particular characteristics, i.e its extend, the diversity and the number of its burials, but also due to the date of its inauguration, has attracted significant archaeological attention. The graves of the North cemetery are indicative not only for the elements of wealth that they provide, but also for the study of various social aspects, such as the social stratification of Knossian society,  and the contacts of the society with other regions of the Aegean and with Near East. 















Goldstein, in 1981 argued that the analysis of space utilisation is very important for two reasons: firstly, it can reflect the organisational principles of the society as a whole and secondly, the spatial relationship to each other of the individuals usually represents status differentiations (family groups, descent groups, special classes) (Goldstein, 1981, 40). It is obvious the fact that an analysis in terms of an intra cemetery level requires its identification as a system structured by various subsets. One could argue that these components, which are constituted by the tombs, the interments and the grave goods along with their interactions with each other, represent the core of a cemetery. As a result it is obvious that an analysis each one of the subsets and of their complex relationships will help us locate the entropy level, in other words the organisational form of the cemetery. 














 THE TOMBS 
A topographical analysis of the tombs found in the North cemetery and its arrangement within space would note an interesting phenomenon: areas characterised either by total absence of graves or by massive concentration of tombs. More specifically, an inquiry of the spatial organisation pictures a mixed phenomenon of array and chaos.
The north side of the cemetery, the Tekke site, is characterised by a rather tactical arrangement of graves. The Tekke tombs consist of fifteen proto-geometric chamber tombs, complete or damaged, carved on the rock. Concerning their condition, Catling’s analysis proved that some of them (i.e. tomb A, B, C, K, D) are badly damaged, whereas a few others (H, L and M) even though they ‘are better preserved they are thoroughly robbed’ (Catling 1974-1976, p. 12). Their shape, the size of the dromos and of the chamber of each tomb varies. For example, tomb D has one of the largest dromos (4.50 m) and a rather small chamber (1.70 m x 1.20m) whereas tomb Q presents an unusually large chamber (2.25m x 2.50m). In addition, the Tekke tombs are constructed within a small distance between one another, forming small groups and having a common general orientation, from north to south. Due to their spatial organisation, these tombs had been characterised by Coldstream as family tombs, in other words graves that belonged to specific families. (Coldstream 1996, pp.717-18). In addition to the arrangement of Tekke tombs, the south side of cemetery forms a different picture. 
The Medical Faculty site lies at the south side of cemetery and it consists of more than three hundred chamber tombs used from sub-Minoan until early-Orientalising times, revealing its continuous use from the eleventh century BC onwards. Additionally, it should also be noted that no burial earlier than the late Minoan or sub-Minoan times has been found. The importance of this site is undeniable since it is though to be the chief necropolis of Dark Age Knossos, whereas it seems probable that the Tekke site formed part of it (Catling 1978, p.47). One of the particular characteristics of this necropolis is the fact that it presents the co-existence of three architectural types of tombs: shaft-graves, pit-cave graves and chamber tombs. The analysis of the different types of tombs in relation to the pottery they contained, as it usually is the only reliable source of information when it comes to the detection of chronology, shows that a distinction among them could be made. Therefore, the pit-cave and the shaft graves belong to the sub-Minoan period containing the earlier burials, such as tombs 186, 200, 201 and 149, 153, 160, 282 correspondingly, placed at the southern end of the site in an east to west line. Among the above types of graves, this period presents also chamber tombs, which apparently dominate throughout the following centuries, forming for example the majority of proto-geometric tombs (over eight out of the three hundred). Moreover, the majority of chamber tombs were constructed during the late proto-geometric and then re-used multiple times throughout time, while it seems probable that their construction was limited after the ninth century (Cavanagh 1996, p.652). The typology of chamber tombs follows the main design as dictated by the Bronze Age tradition: dromos- stomion- chamber. The size of dromos and stomion varies and the same differentiation can also be found in the shape of the chamber which can be circular, ellipsoid or irregular. Additionally, it would be essential to mention that an investigation of ‘size variables’ proves Cavanagh’s analysis correct, showing that ‘the chambers of the tombs in the Dark Age clusters are less than half size even of their smaller Bronze Age counterparts.’ (Cavanagh 1996, p.655). In my perception the phenomenon of the reduction of chamber’s size could correlate either to the geological suitability of the area or to the adoption of cremation, which obviously requires less space than the practice of inhumation. 
Within the framework of a ‘tomb’s analysis’ a general characteristic of the Medical Faculty tombs is the phenomenon of ‘disturbance’. In his paper, published in 1978, Catling argues that: ‘As the history of the site was of at least 1500 years duration it is not surprising that many of the tombs had been disturbed in antiquity- though no sign of more recent robbing was noticed…Fortunately, however, each main period in the use of the cemetery was represented by undisturbed graves, whose character and contents will enable the original deposition of the disturbed graves more easily to be understood…’ (Catling 1978, p.47).  It is true that the tombs show no evidence of recent robbing, nevertheless, in my perception, the grade of disturbance is higher than Catling thought to be. Disturbed either by later burials, especially Hellenistic and Roman where the last ones seem to be placed on top of the Dark Age tombs, or by robbers, the tombs rest in a bad condition. Along with all the above, another peculiarity of this necropolis which contributes to the amplitude of disturbance is the treatment of the earlier burials itself. It has been mentioned that a large majority of tombs have been re-used several times. The investigation of tombs shows that throughout the procedure of insertion of a ‘new’ deceased person, parts of the dromos and of the niches were filled with earlier funerary components in order to create space. More specifically, Coldstream argues that: ‘in extreme cases, the fills of both dromos and chamber were found replete with broken pottery that had once formed part either of the ash-urns or the burial gifts…’ (Coldstream 1996, p. 56). Consequently, in most of the cases vessels that belonged to earlier or subsidiary burials, which sometimes also contained urns, were removed and placed at parts of dromos or at the niches, i.e. tombs 294, 292, 13, O, 28, 75, Q, 55, 60, 107, 175, 283, 287. As a result, one could argue that the above particular characteristics of the Medical Faculty necropolis not only take part in the creation of a general sense of disarray and disturbance but it is the ‘chaotic’ picture itself that makes the archaeological analysis extremely difficult.     
In addition, a closer look at the topographical map of the Medical Faculty site amplifies this sense of disarray. At the southern edge of the necropolis exists a cluster of approximately one hundred and twenty tombs, whereas the rest of them are constructed throughout the region either sporadic (tombs 75, 107, 132, 207) or gathered all together forming small groups (tombs 296, 294, 293, 280, 283, 2 89, 291, 286, 287, 282, 292, 290). At the same time, some areas note total absence of graves. As a result, it would not be arbitrary to argue that the south side gives the impression of disorder, as no anticipation of an organised cemetery or need of a spatial organisation existed. 
In other words, the topographical picture of the Medical Faculty necropolis, in relation to Tekke site, generates the impression of a different system, constituted of different ‘rules’. A rational ascription of this peculiar phenomenon could be given if we take into consideration the fact that this part of the cemetery was used at the earlier times of the cemetery, an argument that was also raised by Coldstream (Coldstream & Catling 1996, pp.717-18). To take this hypothesis a step further, I would like to add that if this argument is correct, the re-use of old tombs instead of the construction of new ones, that would also produce a more coherent picture of the necropolis itself, generates the hypothesis of family tombs, a possibility that will be discussed in the following chapters. 



























To conclude, the analysis of the spatial organisation of a cemetery and the presentation of its general topographical picture is of great importance to the archaeological research, as it would be a depiction of the organisational principles and characteristics of the settlement itself. The above argument could be accepted if we take into consideration the ‘unity’ of human mind and the theory that stresses the conscious selection of grouping the tombs. In other words, to my perception Man chooses to structure a cemetery, the place where his/hers ancestors rest, within the same framework of organisational rules his/hers settlement is regulated. To simplify my argument, a well-organised settlement structured by a hierarchical social order with profound and evident boarders among the casts, would present a cemetery ruled by a rigorous spatial organisation, and conversely.  












 ‘It is Utopian to be dead
For only on the Other Side 
Are absolutes all satisfied 
Where, at the bottom of the graves
Low Probability behaves.’
                
W.H Auden, New Year letter

If archaeology as a discipline has a potential for reconstructing aspects of past lives, then archaeology of death forms one of its branches that comprises the study of the entire body of archaeological evidence coming from tombs. The material remains of mortuary practices are important indicators of the various axes of human lives, i.e. social stratification, religious beliefs, ideology of life, and relationships between the members of a society. 
In order to conclude to probable assumptions concerning the ‘social sphere’, mortuary analysis needs to emphasize to the identities presented within the burial context. More specifically, I argue that while examining the context of a burial we have to keep in mind the following questions that need to be answered: firstly, to whom that burial belonged to, in terms of age, sex and social status and secondly, to what group of people, i.e core family, lineage or people who held a prominent position within the social hierarchy?
In addition, the treatment of the body itself could provide us with information concerning not only the social status of an individual but also with the general cosmological and religious context of a society. In other words, as Morris argues ‘a burial is part of funeral, and a funeral is part of a set of rituals by which the livings deal with the dead’ (Morris 1992, p.1), it is that specific ideology of rituals which could be interpreted through the analysis of skeletal remains. 
To conclude, in my perception, burials even if they do require a multi-dimensional analysis, they reflect from the one part social realities and from the other part religious beliefs which govern the society itself. 
Within this chapter, I tend to explore from the one part the burial customs as seen through the skeletal evidence and from the other part the role of tombs of the North cemetery of Knossos. As a result the following analysis will be presented into two main axes: the deposition and treatment of the body in general, if possible, and the number of burials, on the average, presented within tombs in order to interpret the specific role which tombs used to serve. 

Treatment of the body 
As it has been mentioned within the above paragraphs, it was Binford who published, for the first time in the history of archaeological thought, a coherent and methodical scheme of analysis, based on four steps, for the investigation of burials. According to his scheme, the first step included the ‘treatment of the body itself’, consisting of four subsets: ‘degree of articulation of the skeleton’, ‘disposition of the burial’, ‘number of individuals per burial’, ‘multilations and anatomical modifications’ (Goldstein 1981, p.59). In my perception, in the case of the interments of the Knossos North cemetery a proper analysis should follow the same route. However, due to the fragmentary and disturbed nature of evidence, not much of such an analysis can be made. 
The particular element which characterises the burial customs of Knossos North cemetery of Dark Ages, and as a result should be the first to mention, is the co-existence of both the customs of inhumation and cremation. Within this chapter the two practices will be explored in order to develop a general picture of the interments, along with the particular characteristics of the disposition of bones or of cremated remains. 
The custom of cremation was introduced in the sub-Minoan times and became, as far as we know, the dominant burial practice throughout the geometric period. In the case of the North cemetery, even though the evidence of the Dark Age tombs show the prevalence of cremation, it is evident the fact that the practice of inhumation continued to take place. More specifically, even though only thirty seven tombs contained human remains, the relation between cremations and inhumations is, as presented in graph 1, 81% and 19% correspondingly, of the total number of interments. 
Table 2 presents the number of tombs and each tomb separately, where human remains were found. According to the table, most of inhumations belong to the sub-Minoan and Hellenistic times, whereas only nine of them are dated in the proto-geometric and geometric times. Donna Kurtz and John Boardman have argued that approximately at the end of the proto-geometric period, in Athens the custom of cremation was no longer the dominant funerary practice, since the practice of inhumation re-appeared (Kurtz & Boardman 1971, pp.40-45). Even though in the case of North cemetery, human remains do not offer us the possibility to create generalisations, the so far published evidence show that in addition to Athens, here inhumations used to be the prevalent practice during the sub-Minoan times. On the other hand, cremation was the preferred custom throughout proto-geometric and geometric periods, even though it marks a reduction during the geometric era (graph 2). Additionally, Kurtz and Boardman, in order to explain the dual character of funerary practices, stress that it seems plausible that it is a matter of personal or family preference the way someone was going to be buried (Kurtz & Boardman 1971, p. 42). Consequently, the same explanation could be applied to the case of North cemetery. Furthermore, it should be noted that there was no division in terms of burial customs and tombs. Both practices seem to co-exist within the same graves.    
Unfortunately, we are unable to develop outcomes concerning the correlation between burial customs and sexes. There is only one example of a cremated individual where the sex has been identified with certainty. Tomb J presents a cremation of a woman under thirty years old, whose bones had been placed within an early proto-geometric coarse pithos. However, in general, the fragmentary nature of human bones makes the analysis of the population’s profile difficulty, in terms of sex. As a result, in order to investigate the possibility of any differentiation between the treatment of the interments and the two sexes, the analysis will be based on the grave goods, an analysis that rests within the next chapter.
However, as shown in the table 2, age was not a characteristic that could discourage the participation of an individual to the ‘new’ practice. More specifically, one child of the sub-Minoan period and two proto-geometric young individuals were found to have been cremated, whereas one child of the early-geometric times, one young individual and one infant of the late-geometric times, were inhumed. As a result no specific correlation between the funerary practices and the age of the interment existed. On the contrary, from the sub-Minoan times till the end of the Dark Ages the selection of the way an individual was going to be buried, does not seem to have been dictated by a religious rule. In my perception it seems possible that it has been rather a deliberate choice.
   To continue with the analysis of the interments of the North cemetery of Knossos, in inhumation, the skeleton was put right onto the ground, as shown in the figures of tombs 16. Since only sporadic bones and skulls have been found instead of an able in body skeleton, it is not possible to conclude to any assumptions concerning the orientation or the position of the interments. However, concerning the last one, I find plausible the possibility that bodies were put either in a supine or in a foetal position, in other words in systole, as the most common ways of deposit of the dead.  Additionally, tomb J includes the inhumation of an infant, placed in an early proto-geometric coarse pithos, whereas the same practice is found in tomb 78 where an infant lies within a late-geometric pithos. The deposition of young children within vessels, such as pithoi, hydriae and amphorae, is a common funerary practice of the ancient times not only in Greece but also in other regions, such as Egypt.
In addition, within vessels were also deposited the ashes and the bones of cremated individuals. In general, many different kinds of vessels were used as ash-urns. However, in North cemetery the most common were pithoi and straight-sided pithoi. The type of pithos is a large storage vessel that was also used in the domestic life. According to Coldstream the type of straight-sided pithos, is a type of pithos-urn, introduced in the middle of ninth century B.C, when the custom of cremation was well- established (Coldstream, Eiring & Foster 2001, p.15). In addition, according to table 2, sixty nine out of seventy two ash-urns are pithoi. The rest of them are two bell-kraters of the late proto-geometric period from tomb 285, and one late-geometric skyphos included within tomb 229.  Kurtz and Boardman while investigating the burial customs of proto-geometric and geometric Athens noted a difference concerning the type of pithoi and the sex of the interments. In other words, men were buried in necked-handled pithoi and women in belly-handled pithoi (Kurtz & Boardman 1971, p. 44). However, according to Cavanagh in the case of the North cemetery, ‘there is no evidence that different types were used for the two sexes’ (Coldstream & Catling 1996 p.667).
Moreover, textile remains found in seven graves, witness the use of cloth with which bones and ashes were wrapped, within a period extended from the early proto-geometric times till the late Orientalising period (table 3). According to Cocking ‘there are 17 groups of finds from the tombs, 15 from the university site and 2 from the Tekke area’ (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p. 616). In addition, a proper skeletal analysis could in general, depict differentiations concerning the treatment of the dead. Such of a differentiation could reflect variations related to the social status of the deceased. However, the skeletal analysis of the North cemetery showed that most of the bones were well-burnt and that ‘…these ancient Knossians performed the tasks of burning and burying their dead with great efficiency and commendable thoroughness.’ (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.685). As a result there seems to be no conscious selection of treatment of the cremated remains in relation to the social status of the dead. 

Number of burials
Finally, another element that requires investigation is the average number of burials included within tombs, in order to understand how graves were considered by the Knossian people, to whom they belonged. 
Taking into consideration the extended re-use of tombs throughout time and the fragmentary nature of evidence, it is evident that no well-established outcomes can be generated. However, a presentation of the so far published evidence, could lead to some probable assumptions. 
Table 2 shows that most of the tombs have been re-used multiple times, containing skeletal remains dated from the sub-Minoan times onwards. Additionally, it would be essential to mention Cavanagh’s assumptions that ‘…over two people would be buried in the tombs in each generation’ and that ‘the majority of tombs have ten or fewer urns over their total duration’ (Coldstream 1996, p.664). Moreover, apparently, as seen through table 2 the number of urns marks a significant ascension during the Geometric times. In parallel, in most of the Medical Faculty tombs, most of the pottery is dated within Geometric times. As a result it would reasonably to stress that what happened during the Geometric times was an increase in population, a phenomenon that has been suggested by many scholars. 
Concerning the problematic of the number of burials and the interpretation of the role of tombs, Cavanagh has published the following table (Table 4), within which he presents eleven tombs from the Medical Faculty site and the probable first and second burials according to the chronology of pottery. More specifically he argues that: ‘The evidence for the re-use of earlier tombs, a practice which can be traced at least as early as the twelfth century, consists of a gap in the chronology of the pottery so wide that an interruption of use seems the only explanation’, concluding that ‘the answer I believe lies in the narrow family group indicated for those who use the tomb. On a crude interpretation, at least, the tomb in Dark Age Knossos was passed from father to a single heir, the tomb was not normally shared equally by an ever expanding lineage (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.666)’. The information provided within his table proves, undoubtedly, that a gap in pottery does exists which could probably be related to a period of non-use of the tomb.
Nevertheless, without questioning Cavanagh’s argument, I would like to present another table of twenty two tombs from the Tekke and the Medical Faculty site, in order to investigate the chronological order of pottery. Does it mark a gap or continuity?
Table 5 presents a sample of twenty two tombs and of the pottery included. In my perception, all of them with few exceptions contain pottery dated from the proto-geometric period till the late-geometric. Tombs which note a chronological gap of pottery, or within which the final deposit is dated in the early-geometric period come from the Tekke site and they are the following: D, F and J. The rest of the graves present a different picture. More specifically, tombs O, Q, 175, 219, 285, and 287 show clearly a continual deposition of pottery, extended from the early proto-geometric times till the late-geometric. It should also be mentioned that most of the vessels taken into account were pithoi, in order to make more probable the possibility that the evidence refer to burials. 













To conclude, an analysis of an inter-cemetery level, in the case of the North cemetery of Knossos, including the analysis of the dead, does not present a picture of grand variations between the interments. All individuals had access to the two funerary practices, cremation and inhumation, which co-existed throughout Dark Ages, with cremation to be the predominant custom. Additionally, it seems probable that individuals of both sexes, without reference to their age were buried together. In most of the cases the cremated remains were put within pithoi or straight-sided pithoi, whereas no sign of differentiation in the treatment of the body is presented. As Coldstream points out: ‘There appears to be no distinction, however, between the shape of urn used for either sex… the standard painted pithos received the ashes of men, women and children, alike’(Coldstream 1981, p. 144).
Concerning the number of burials, as it has been mentioned above, all of the tombs have been re-used many times. The practice of re-using an earlier tomb itself proves that there is something more than a tendency. In my perception it proves a relation, a link between the predecessors and the ‘new’ interments. Taking into consideration the form of prehistoric families, it would be reasonable to argue that the North cemetery graves are family tombs. However, what is the significance of the word family? Cavanagh argued that the ‘tomb was passed from father to a single heir’.  Insofar as most of the tombs contain pottery that extends throughout the Dark Ages and genealogical tables in ancient times might have been narrower than nowadays. I believe that tombs were used by families in their ‘wide’ context. In other words a context that includes lineages which were based on the male members of the family and continued via them. 





The importance of grave goods in the archaeological research has been discussed in the above chapters. In general, it is the Greek tradition which determined the essential character of grave goods, serving as components of a burial; a tradition that existed from ancient times till recent years. 
Within the archaeological thought many scholars have engaged in the role of grave goods and their analysis in order to reveal to us information concerning aspects of past lives. Issues related to the social stratification of a society, gender roles, external relations with other civilisations, the existence of craftsmen and the attitude of the livings towards the dead in terms of religious beliefs, all of the above form different dimensions of the past, hidden information which lie within the offerings that accompany the dead. 
Crass argues that ‘Burials have been described as containing more information per public meter than other archaeological features’ (Crass 2001, p.107), information related to power, gender and religion. Consequently, it is obvious that what it is needed in order to reconstruct the past is a multi-dimensional analysis of grave goods, an analysis not only based on positivistic criteria but also related to a symbolic perspective.   
Binford’s scheme of analysis includes the following steps: a.arrangement within grave of specific bones with relation to grave furniture and grave facility, b. form of the furniture, c. quantity of goods (Goldstein 1981, p.59). Within the same framework of mortuary analysis, Sørensen presents the following levels: ‘…5: spatial distribution of objects in graves, 6: type/ number/ material of grave goods’ (Sørensen 2004, p.86). 
Consequently, it is obvious that a proper analysis of the objects which accompany the dead deals not only with their classification and analysis in terms of their ulitarian or symbolic nature, but also with their position within the tomb. In other words, it is a well established argument that the arrangement of grave goods within the burial facility and their relation to the skeletal remains plays an important role in the burial context. The position of grave goods is not a deliberate and random selection it rather reflects a functional, intentional and sometimes symbolic purpose. 
 However, in the case of the North cemetery of Knossos the nature and the extent of damage of most of the tombs and the lack of proper for the analysis skeletal remains do not create the basic conditions for such an analysis. As a result, our investigation of the grave furniture of the North cemetery of Knossos, which will be presented separately into four groups (bronze and iron, iron weapons, raw materials and ceramics), will be gravitated to their nature and quantity. The aim of this analysis is to explore different ‘social aspects’ of past lives of the Knossian people of the Dark Ages, whereas, the existence of ‘prominent’ tombs or interments will be discussed.  

Metals: Bronze and Iron
The period of Greek history called Dark Ages is also defined by the name Iron Age. As the descriptive name reveals, what is the significant and in parallel the disjunctive characteristic of this period in addition to the prior era, the Bronze Age, is the introduction of a new metal, the iron. The use of iron especially for weapons but also for ornaments took place approximately at the end of the eleventh century BC. The archaeological record notes evidence of the early use of iron in the mainland of Greece, in Peloponnese, and in the islands of Aegean, among which, Crete (Dickinson 2007, pp.23,148). 
The change in metal and the spread of iron technology is, according to archaeologists, related to Cyprus, where, as Dickinson argues ‘iron working was evidently being expanded in the thirteen century’ (Dickinson 2007, p.146). An argument pro the above hypothesis was raised by Snodgrass, who while examining the development in the type of the Greek sword, noted that iron swords were closely affiliated to bronze swords from Levant and Cyprus, rather than to their bronze predecessors (Snodgrass 1964, p.190). 
Dickinson argues that the practical advantages of iron, such as the fact that ‘… it required only one metal in order to create a usable item, that it is lighter, more rigid and that it can be re-sharpened  more easily than bronze…’, were the reasons for the wide adoption of iron in metal-working. However, the use of bronze did not stop. It continued to exist in the making of various objects, i.e. vessels and figurines (Dickinson 2007, pp.146-149).
The great importance it has for the archaeological analysis the introduction of a new material in a society or a region, is the fact that it could be associated with the idea of ‘value’, or ‘prestige’, and additionally to social stratification. In other words, it seems probable that access to new metals was not equal. For example, an elite could supply dependent smiths with raw materials (Rowlands 1971), a fact that would ascribe to the ‘customers’ control and power, creating a gap between themselves and those who did not have access to these goods (Morris 1989).  More specifically, in the case of Greece, it could be assumed that iron, especially during the early Iron Age could be a good available to individuals, or minorities, such as the king, the trader, the craftsman, or to a specific caste. Morris took the above hypothesis a step further, arguing that as bronze weapons were presented in poetry as ‘symbols to mark the heroes of the Trojan War ’ during the eighth century, respectively, ‘iron weapons may have had a similar historical role in the eleventh century, setting their owners off from previous generations of bronze users’ (Morris 1989, p.507). 
As a result, the relation between iron and social status and the change in the value of both iron and bronze, reflecting in each period the dominant elite, is a well- established theory. It is true, however, that in order to conclude to such outcomes, an analysis in terms of the quantities of raw materials found in relation to the tombs and to rest of the grave goods included, is required. Nevertheless, in the case of the North cemetery of Knossos, what do the percentages of metals show? Could they depict a probable possession of iron objects by a narrow group of people?

Table 6 presents the tombs whose grave goods include iron. They are thirty in total. According to table 7 eighteen of them contain also bronze objects. It is evident that the elaboration of iron co-existed with the elaboration of bronze. More specifically, as shown in graph 3, both metals were widely used, even though iron was the dominant metal. Concerning the usage of the two metals in Macedonia, Morris argued that mortuary evidence suggested that for the Macedonians iron was destined for males, whereas bronze for females (Morris 1989, p.507). The evidence available from the North cemetery does not support such a distinction for the Knossian settlement. According to table 7 both metals were used for the creation of both functional and ‘ornamental’ objects, even though most of the bronze weapons may derive from earlier burials. However, apparently, as soon as the iron was in use, it was almost outright destined for weapons, even though iron tools, pins et cetera do existed. In addition, the large majority of bronze items comprise ornaments, vessels and cauldrons. 
 In general, the total number of tombs containing iron could be efficient for the generation of a hypothesis that could relate it to a specific group of people of prominent position within the social structure of the Dark Age Knossos. However, again, the fragmentary nature of evidence encumbers the formation of deductions and generalisations. It is for that reason that the persistence of the analysis is essential in order to reconstruct the past. 
However, it should be mentioned that if an elite with access to the majority of iron available did exist, then it is evident that their tombs show a continual access to that ‘prestige’ metal from the sub-Minoan times onwards. In other words, it is probable that what is shown by the graphs is the fact that eighteen tombs, which contained from the beginning bronze objects, they continued later on to be embodied with iron. As a result, if what it is depicted here is prominent families, these families continued to have the same position within the social hierarchy throughout time.         

Iron weapons
Within this chapter the analysis will be focused on the weapons found in the tombs of the North cemetery. Their nature characterises definitely a warrior, a term which will be used frequently further on, even though it is not necessary that they should be interpreted as warriors or hoplites. In other words, it is probable that the following objects were used in war, hunting, or in everyday life. 
Table 6 comprises of tombs which contain iron weapons. They are thirty in total. Most of them come from the Medical Faculty site, whereas there are four more, two from the Fortsetsa site and two from the Tekke. The iron weapons presented in the North cemetery of Knossos are the following: swords, dirks, daggers, spearheads, javelin-heads and arrowheads. 
According to graph 4, swords, appear in the middle proto-geometric period, disappear for a while and re-appear in the middle geometric and late-geometric periods. Moreover, arrowheads appear in the early-geometric and late-geometric phase. In addition, daggers existed in two phases of the Dark Age history: in early proto-geometric and proto-geometric times, whereas spearheads were used throughout the Iron Age. Finally, concerning javelin-heads, Snodgrass argued that ‘they were introduced in the geometric period, used for a thrust in emergency’ (Snodgrass 1964, p.192). Here, they note a stable existence within the warrior armour from the early proto-geometric period onwards. At this point it should be noted that the weaponry presented in the North cemetery tombs corresponds not only with the Homeric descriptions of the warrior’s armour, but also with the figures presented in the archaic pottery, for example the representation of a battle from the amphora from Vulci dated in the sixth century. 
In addition, according to graph 4, during the middle-geometric and late-geometric periods, the concentration of weapons marks a significant ascension. In my perception, the need itself for more weapons could be related either to a fear of an invasion or to the establishment of a more profound social structure. In other words, the instability and the re-organisation of the previous era gave its position to a stable and well-structured community, characterised by a demographic increase, within which the particular symbols of each group of people are presented in a more prominent manner. 
Finally, it should be essential to take a more attentive look at the inner of the tombs themselves. What outcomes could be generated concerning the quantities of iron weapons?
Comparing the quantities of iron weapons in each one of the thirty tombs, ten of them present such a concentration of iron weapons but also of tools, which distinguishes them from the rest of the tombs. These are the following: 60, 75, 100, 107, 175, 218, 219, 283, 285 and 292. In addition, apart from tomb 75 all of them contained also bronze objects, a fact that amplifies Snodgrass comment that: ‘the likelihood that a burial with arms will occur in the later ‘life’ of a given tomb is greatly increased if there has been earlier burial with arms in the tomb’s history’ (Snodgrass, 1996, p.566). As a result, in my perception, the fact that the above tombs not only contain the largest amount of iron weapons and tools but they also present a remarkable continuity in the use of this practice, is a very interesting feature of distinction between the North cemetery tombs. What else could this distinction reflect, rather than the existence of specific Knossian families whose prominent position was inherited throughout the generations? 




Raw materials and rich offerings
The evidence from the North cemetery of Knossos reveals the existence of more than the already mentioned raw materials, bronze and iron. These are the following: glass, gold, amber, faience, clay, ivory, steatite silver, and they have been used for the making of various objects, such as figurines, pins, beads et cetera.  
The importance of the finding, within the material culture of a society, of aliens to those culture materials lies to the fact that they can be indicators of the foreign relations of that society to other civilisations, reflecting the probable existence of a trade system. Additionally, it could be argued that objects made from foreign materials usually are considered to be ‘prestigious’ items. Consequently, taking the above possibility a step further, the analysis of raw materials and of their available quantities within a specific context could also lead archaeological inquires to the interpretation of part of the social stratification, either through the depiction of ‘prominent’ tombs, or through the realisation of the probable existence of a caste of craftsmen, traders, or immigrants. 
Concerning the Helladic world, we are well aware of the circulation of artefacts and of technological knowledge in the Aegean in the late Bronze Age.  (Dickinson 2007, p.196). Maritime played an important role in the intercommunication of important centres of Aegean. The introduction of new architectural types of tombs, of new types of weapons, such as the sword of type A, the introduction of Mycenaean pottery along with the deposition of rich offerings among with the grave goods, are considered to be evidence of the interrelation between these centres (Treuil, Darcque & Poursat 1989, pp.377-383). However, according to Treuil et.al., it is arbitrary to argue that there was a stable and regular trading system, a direct relationship between the centres. They argue that what is more plausible is the ‘occasional trade’. Additionally, even though it is difficult to diagnose the existence of external trade, there are however evidence that prove at least there were external contacts. The evidence from shipwrecks and written sources (Dickinson 2007, p. 196), the depictions in artefacts, the raw materials such as stannum, amber, ivory et cetera, the Aegean pottery found in Cyprus, Egypt and near East (Treuil, Darque & Poursat 1989, p.380) along with the parallels in Hesiod’s Theogony to the Hittite myth of cosmogony, all are undeniable attestations of the contacts, direct or indirect, between the Aegean and these distant regions. Crete played an important role in the trade contacts during the late Bronze Age. Its geographical position would have placed the island in the centre of the routes of trade. Even though settlements were placed no longer near the coastal area, rather in precipitous sites, the artefacts of Cypriot types, ornaments and weapons of Italian type, amber and Egyptian figurines found in Karphi, prove that Crete was not isolated. 
However, taking into consideration the character of re-organisation of the early Iron Age it has been suggested that there was a ‘breakdown in contact between different parts of the Aegean. It is tempting to deduce a considerable decline in the level of exchange, or at least a significant change in its nature’ (Dickinson 2007, p.206) and also ‘…a consideration of Near Eastern imports to Crete has shown that there are undoubtedly some such imports, not perhaps an overwhelming number (roughly one hundred forty objects were catalogued.’ (Hoffman 2000, p.247). Nevertheless, in my perception, even though the nature of exchange seems to have changed, artefacts which connote a ‘foreign participation’ do continue to exist, even in a smaller scale. As a result, it seems probable that exchange contacts were never outright stopped. Additionally, there are specific sites such as Lekandi and North cemetery of Knossos, which witness the continuity of exchange throughout Iron Age, undermining the argument of total cessation of the trade system. 
More specifically, concerning raw materials the evidence that derive from the Iron Age of the North cemetery of Knossos as it has been mentioned above include glass, gold, amber, faience, clay, ivory, steatite silver. Graph 5, presents the quantity of each one of the raw materials in relation to the total number of artefacts. Apart from bronze and iron, glass and gold are presented as the most common materials being used in the 4% and 3% correspondingly of the artefacts, whereas amber and faience follow with 2% each one. On the lower scale of the presented materials is clay with 1% and ivory, steatite and silver which altogether form a 2%.  It should be noted that due to the uncertain date of artefacts it was difficult to proceed to a more specific table that could include also each period of the Dark Ages. Concerning the general picture of Knossos North cemetery, Jones claimed that at about 5% of the total number of artifacts have been foreign (Jones 2000, p.167). Therefore, I find it essential to present each one of the raw materials and their artefacts, separately in order to create a coherent picture of their context.
It has been suggested that gold was furnished by the region of Carpathian Mountains or by Near East (Treuil, Darque & Poursat 1989, p.382). In the North cemetery of Knossos gold artefacts appear in both Tekke and Madical Faculty sites. More specifically tombs J, N, Q, 18, 48, 59, 75, 78, 104, 218, 219 and 285 (table 8) include within their contexts earrings, rings, pins, and foils made off gold. The gold findings from the Tekke site have been attributed by Boardman to the so- called ‘Tekke workshop’. More specifically: ‘At the end of the ninth century and during the eighth there arrived in Greece from the Near East metalworkers who settled, practiced and taught their craft’. These according to Boardman were bronze-workers and goldsmiths. ‘The goldsmiths who came to Knossos and introduced the new techniques and the new precious materials to the austere life of the community came from a different part of the eastern world. From the Tekke and related finds it seems that these too survived as a group for something like a century, Hellenizing their style but still retaining an individuality which suggests something like a guild or family business ’ (Boardman 1967, p.63). Higgins renders, due to its style, the gold setting of an oval seal of amethyst which carries the interpretation of a ‘scene of a lion attacking a seated agrimi’ by tomb 18, to the so-called ‘Tekke School’. According to Higgins, the ‘Tekke School’ products differ due to their ‘superior style’, a style introduced by Near East (Coldstream 1996, p.540). Another artefact that requires a special mention is a gold foil from tomb 219 which presents a scene of a man between two lions. The man is raising his right hand, probably holding a weapon, standing between two upright lions. Both of the above engraved pieces of gold are dated in the MG period. The rest of the gold artefacts are jewelleries and pins dated all during the proto-geometric period, apart from a pair of gold earrings of the geometric period found in tomb 104. 
According to Foster, during the middle Minoan period a production centre of faience was established in Knossos. Additionally, the technique of its manufacture was introduced to Crete by Syria or Mesopotamia (Foster 1979, p.173). However, what followed was a decline in the manufacture of faience at the end of Bronze Age, when it was used for the making of beads and ornaments (Foster 1979, pp. 157-158).  The manufacture of faience beads continued as shown by the findings of the North cemetery throughout the proto-geometric period in Crete, and they were found in tombs 78, 100, 219 and 285. Particularly interesting are the three faience vessels which represent the Egyptian gods Nefertum and Ptah-Seker-Osiris which along with two Egyptian blue scarabs were found in the tomb 78 of a late-geometric infant. According to Webb the presence of these three deities find their parallels in other regions of Crete. However, they are generally found on ‘sites with a strong link with the Eastern Mediterranean or on the trade route to the West’ (Coldstream 1996, p.609). According to Dickinson, figurines where destined to be dedicated to sanctuaries a practice also found during the third Palace period (Dickinson 2007, p.153). As a result, how come objects with a votive character are found within an infant’s burial? Apparently, an answer to that question could not be easily given, however, it should be noted that Webb, associating the finings of tomb 78 with the appearance of scarabs and faience in the children’s graves at Pithecussae and Rhodes, concluded that ‘…had some special significance, either as an indication of status (exceptional wealth, foreign origin) or as objects with amuletic force’ (Coldstream 1996, p.606). To continue, a faience vessel of a couchant lion holding a vase between its extended front paws from tomb 219 is dated approximately in the middle-geometric period and its style is common in early Iron Age Palestine (Coldstream 1996, p.609). To conclude, all of the faience artefacts, even if their origins derive from Near East, they definitely witness a link between the two cultures of Greece and of Egypt. That is to say if we accept the amulet character of scarabs and figurines of Egyptian deities, which is the most probable explanation since they were found within a children’s grave, then correspondingly we accept that the Cretans had adopted in a way the way Egyptians cognised the symbolism of these artefacts. 
Amber artefacts appear in tombs 18 and 218 and they are four beads and a pin with gold shaft (table 8). As Evely points out, it ‘was an imported luxury article’ (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.635). According to Foster, the spectroscopical analysis of amber artefacts found in the Helladic world showed that they are of Baltic origin (Foster 1979, pp.166-167). Amber or electrum was not just a luxury material. Ancient Greek literature presents many allusions to amber artefacts where their great significance to ancient Greek is evident. In Hesiod Hercules: ‘…he took his shield, all glittering: no one ever broke it with a blow or crushed it. And a wonder it was to see; for its whole orb shimmered with enamel and white ivory and electrum’ (Shield of Hercules, 142). In Homer, in the passage called ‘the gifts of Penelope’ one of the wooers, Eurymathus, gives her the following gift: a necklace of varied materials ‘one cunningly wrought of gold, strung with amber beads, bright as the sun’ (Odyssey, 18,295). Consequently, their essential value is undeniable, as Evely argues: their ‘concentration around Knossos must serve to underline the continuing role of the area as a centre of premier rank’ (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.635) and the fact that they appear only in two Iron Age tombs is not adventitious.
Ivory is considered to be a semi-precious material. Ivory artefacts come from the tombs 201, 219, 285 and 292 (table 8). They comprise of hilts on two swords and a pin from tomb 201, of four handles (three in 219 and one in 292), a sword- hilt found in 292, and a fibula made off both ivory and bronze from tomb 285. In general, they are dated at the proto-geomertric to geometric times, used till the Orientalising period and they are thought to be ‘mundane objects’ of a non exceptional style, however, according to Evely they were considered to be luxury items ‘used in objects for intended display’ (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.629). Ivory is related to Near East. According to Jones the ivory hilts from tomb 201 come from Levant, whereas the pin from the same burial, from North Syria (Jones 2000, p.225). The difficulty of manufacturing ivory artefacts and the continuity of the fact that they follow the same stylistic forms from Mycenaean times onwards, demonstrate, for Barnett, the existence of specialised craftsmen, whose profession is likely to have been ‘a closed circle with its own trade secrets’. (Barnett 1948, p.2). Based on literature sources, Barnett suggests that the first practitioners of ivory-working were Phoenicians or Syrians who immigrated in the Helladic world at the thirteen century. However, as a response to Barnett’s suggestions, Hoffman argued that ‘…ivory objects are also easily portable, and their appearance without further evidence of a workshop may indicate little more than transport through trade’ (Hoffman 2000, p.158), whereas for Evely also the above artefacts are imports (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.631). As a result we could argue that the origins of ivory artefacts remain uncertain. However, what is undeniable is their value to ancient Greeks. 
Finally, the last group of raw materials Iron Age silver objects, glass, clay and steatite artefacts found in the North cemetery’s tombs. Even though due to fact that they occur in limited quantities, mostly on necklace’s beads, buttons and pins, one could argue that they are not of great importance. However, this characteristic itself is a particular element for the tombs within which they were found. More specifically geometric silver artefacts occur in tombs J and 78, silver pins and a silver pendant correspondingly. In addition, steatite is used for both buttons and beads, which appear in tombs 13, 16, 107 and 218. Beads were also made of clay as we can see from tombs J, Q, 294, 219 and 283. Finally, glass beads are included in tombs Q, 75, 78, 107, 125, 292 and 285. Additionally, tomb 292 contains a glass vessels, maybe a jug, dated in the middle proto-geometric period. Glass as a material was used in the geometric period and according to Coldstream the Tekke School of goldsmiths was now able to work not only with gold but also with glass (Coldstream & Catling 1996, pp.600-601). Concerning the origins of the imported materials, it should be noted that they are considered to be of imported from Near East.        
As Barnett pointed out there might have been a gap in the internal and the external relationships of the centres after the Mycenaean period (Barnett 1948, p.2). However, evidence from settlements but mostly from cemeteries witnesses the recommence, maybe, or the re-organisation of trade in a more stable basis. Near Eastern settlements, such as Levant, Syria, Palestine, are not only the main source of supply of materials but also sources of inspiration.  The artefacts made off foreign raw materials from the North cemetery of Knossos, even if the do not occur in big quantities, they demonstrate from the one part the particular geographical position of Crete as a centre of trade routes, since it is one of the few Dark Age sites which present such artefacts and from the other part the existence of the routes themselves. 
Additionally, the fact itself that imported goods are few may be a helpful element for the interpretation of potential castes or groups of people of prominent position within the Dark Age Knossian settlement. More specifically, the existence of these ‘prestigious’, if we can use this term, items has been detected in  the following tombs: J, N, O, Q, 13, 16, 18, 48, 59, 75, 78, 100, 104, 107, 125, 201, 218, 219, 283, 285, 292 and 294. In my perception, a further classification of these tombs could be made in order to distinct the tombs which offer the larger percentage of rich offerings. In that case such tombs would be: J, Q, 18, 75, 78, 107, 219, 285 and 292. In terms of a social analysis, this means that nine out of more than three hundred tombs, present a significant number of rich offerings. Consequently, it would be reasonably to argue that these offerings raise their owners or their family in general, in a distinct and foremost position within their community. 
However, the detection of the probable prominent position they possessed remains a difficult question to answer, since we do know little about the structure of Dark Age societies. The analysis of the multiple relations of all of the components included in a burial context would be able to highlight the particular everyday characteristics of the interments and as a result to provide the archaeological research with the profile of people who had access to prominent artefacts. Where they males, females, kings/queens, warriors, traders or craftsmen? 

As it has been mentioned in the above paragraphs, there is an en route discussion within the archaeological field concerning the existence of a prominent caste of craftsmen in the Greek Dark Age societies. In his paper, in 1967, examining the Tekke tombs, Coldstream argued that during the ninth century B.C bronze workers and goldsmiths arrived from Near East and settled in Knossos, introducing the new techniques and the new precious materials, the ‘Tekke School’. To them, these tombs were attributed, separating them from the rest of the Knossian tombs (Coldstream 1967, pp.57-75). Within the same framework, Hoffman finds the possibility of immigrant presence in Crete very likely to have happened (Hoffman 2000, pp. 247-260). However, this hypothesis has been disputed by various scholars. Rowland, in 1971, based on the use of ethnographic parallels, tried to explore the status of smiths within a social structure. What he claimed was that ‘no particular status can be automatically assigned to the smith (or any specialised craftsman) simply on the basis of assumed prestige for this particular knowledge’ and continued arguing that factors such as ‘the number of smiths available, the settlement pattern, population density, the degree of full-time occupation and the social and political organisation’ determine the socio- economic position of the smith (Rowlands 1971, pp. 217 214). In addition, what he stressed was that in most of the cases the raw materials used by craftsmen, had been provided to them by the customer. Taking Rowland’s argument a step further, Kotsonas published in 2006 his article as a response to Coldstream’s assumption. According to Kotsonas the distribution of the materials in Knossian tombs shows that the Tekke interments were not the craftsmen of the Tekke School, but an elite which enjoyed access to the products of the Tekke workshop. Additionally, it was the members of that elite who had the privilege to dispense such items to whoever they wanted, as gifts, tokens of their social role (Kotsonas 2006, pp.149-172). Apparently, Kotsonas’s hypothesis conforms to Morris’s interpretation of the Iron Age prestige economy, a social structure where luxury materials were monopolised by an elite and circulated among them as gifts (Morris 1989, pp. 502-519).  
In my perception, the existence of a social map, as the one presented above, is the most plausible interpretation. Even though prestigious artefacts are not arithmetically many, within the tombs they have been detected, the rest of the artefacts among them do not reveal that the occupants were immigrant smiths, the only ones who would have access to these materials. It is rather possible that they belonged to group of people, an elite, of prominent socio-political position who had the privilege to supply and control the workshops. 
Indeed ancient literature presents parallels which could reinforce such an argument. More specifically, Homer in Odyssey presents King Nestor to provide gold to a smith in order to create an artefact: ‘…Then the old man, Nestor (​http:​/​​/​www.perseus.tufts.edu​/​cgi-bin​/​vor?type=phrase&alts=0&group=typecat&lookup=Nestor&collection=Perseus:collection:Greco-Roman​), the driver of chariots, gave gold, and the smith prepared it, and overlaid therewith the horns of the heifer, that the goddess might rejoice when she beheld the offering…’ (Odyssey, 3, 436-437), whereas, in Plutarch Pericles is being described as controlling and ruling craftsmen as if they were soldiers: ‘…and since each particular art, like a general with the army under his separate command, kept its own throng of unskilled and untrained labourers in compact array, to be as instrument unto player and as body unto soul in subordinate service…’ (Plutarch , life of Pericles, X11,7).  














The large majority of grave goods from the North cemetery of Knossos consist of pottery. The importance of ceramics is undeniable. Not only they are indicators of the dates of uses of the tombs, but they also can reveal information concerning the profile of the interments and the burial customs. 
The ceramic findings from the North cemetery of Knossos include the following categories: storage vessels (amphorae, pithoi, pyxides), fast-pouring vessels (hydriae, jugs, oinochoae), slow-pouring vessels (jars, lekythoi, aryballoi) and vessels for drinking and eating (krates, skyphoi, kalathoi). According to graph 6, pithos is the most widely used vessel, oinochoe, skyphos and amphora follow with a non inconsiderable percentage and finally, the rest pottery findings includes pyxides, aryballoi, lekythoi, kraters, kalathoi, jars and hydriae.  As it has been mentioned in the above chapters, straight-sided pithoi were used as ash urns, but human remains have also been found within two bell-kraters and a skyphos, along with two inhumed in a krater skeletons of a young girl and a young boy from tomb E (Sackett 1976). In general, the vessels that were included in funerary contexts were either storages of liquids used throughout the burial practice, i.e. amphorae, lekythos, aryballos and jars, or vessels which were related to the interment during his life, such as pyxis which as far as we know was used mostly from women for the storage of jewellery. Concerning pyxides, fifty two have been found in the North cemetery in the tombs: D, G, J, L, M, O, Q, 13, 100, 104, 107, 175, 207, 218, 219, 283, 285, 287, 292 and 294. Could the appearance of these findings witness the existence of female burials within these tombs? In my perception, it would be very probable, since the depictions of pyxides from archaic and classical decorative scenes in vessels, present them only in relation to females.
The decoration of vessels during the Iron Age, or proto-geometric and geometric periods, as its name reveals, includes mostly linear designs and decorative themes such as circles, semi-circles, meanders and fylfots, whereas less common are depictions of trees and animals. The same decorative designs occur in the pottery found within the tombs of the North cemetery of Knossos. However, particular exceptions do exist. Two proto-geometric straight-sided pithoi from tombs 281 and 292 present rich decorative motifs of trees and birds along with linear ornaments. This technique had been attributed by Coldstream to the ‘Tree Painter’, an ‘adventurous PGB painter, specialised in long-neck birds perched on trees with spiral branches’. Additionally, the profuse decoration of his vessels as well as the existence of very few of his works, are for Coldstream indications of the use of these straight-sided pithoi for aristocratic cremations  (Coldstream, Eiring & Foster 2001, pp.26-27). More specifically, the pithos from tomb 283 has been decorated around the body with trees whose branches are spiral, based on a triangular base. On the top of each tree lies a bird. Within the same framework, fifteen trees have been painted around the body of the pithos from tomb 292. Their trunks are triangular and spiral branches and birds perch on top of them. 
Moreover, a proto-geometric krater found in tomb E presents unique for its date figured scenes. The first one presents a man being attacked by two lions and the other one two mythical beasts, sphinxes, facing one another, and a bird. According to Sackett, not only the technique that has been used to create these figures but also the themes themselves clearly yell an eastern source of inspiration. Consequently, Sackett argues: ‘The krater provides another link in the chain of evidence for continuous contact between Crete and Cyprus and the Near East throughout the Dark Ages’ (Sackett 1976, p.125).  
In addition, along with the two straight-sided pithoi from tombs 281 and 292, a single proto-geometric straight-sided pithos from tomb 107 has been considered to be decorated by the ‘Tree painter’.  Again, the uniqueness of its decorative motifs implies, according Coldstream, its value as a luxury vessel which could denote the aristocratic background of its owners (Coldstream, Eiring & Foster 2001, p.27). More specifically, it presents figured scenes on both sides. On the one side there is the depiction of a nature goddess, standing on a wheeled platform between two trees with spiral branches on top of the one of them a bird is perched. The goddess wears tall polos on her head, her hands are raised holding in each one a small bird. The other side also presents a nature goddess on a similar wheeled platform flanked by trees. Her hands are now downwards, releasing the birds. The trees are depicted in a different way, with their trunks looking like a ladder and their branches depicted with parallel lines. Birds are presented on top of the trees. It is unquestionable that this specific pithos differs a lot from the rest of the vessels. Even though it has not been thought to be imported, the foreign influence is evident. The appearance of polos is the main element that marks this influence. As far as we know, the idea of polos is related to Near Eastern cultures, used to indicate the divine fibre of figures.   
Finally, of Eastern influence is also the two ring-kernoi found in tomb 219  and 285 dated in the late proto-geometric period. These types of vessels were used as ritual libations and it has been widely accepted that they consist of an influence from Cyprus (Coldstream ,Eiring & Foster 2001).   
Here, as in raw materials the element of a foreign background, either direct (import), or indirect (influence), plays an important role. Within the same framework, few people might have had the privilege to possess something that differed from the rest of the local material culture. As a result, apart from the above three exceptional for their decoration vessels, it would be interesting to take a look at the imported ceramics found within the North cemetery of Knossos.
Graph 7, presents the quantity of imported ceramics throughout the Dark Age. As it can be seen, the sources of our imports come from Attica, Euboea, Corinth and Cyclades. According to the imported ceramics, at the end of the proto-geometric period the imports from Attica reach the peak in relation to the following periods, whereas during the late proto-geometric vessels from Corinth were also brought to Knossos. In early-geometric the only imported ceramics come from Attica, however, in the middle-geometric along with the Athenian we also find Cycladic pottery. Finally, at the late-geometric period, there do exist ceramics from Attica and Euboea but in very small quantities. Additionally, it should be noted that there are also Cypriot ceramics however, their date is uncertain.  
As shown in table 9, twenty one tombs contain imported ceramics, and these are the following: J, 13, 60, 65, 75, 80, 85, 100, 104, 106, 107, 125, 134, 175, 207, 218, 219, 283, 285, 292 and 294. We can see that there is no specific preference on the type of ceramics. Amphorae, skyphoi, oinochoae, cups, pyxides, kantharoi, lekythoi, kraters, all of them were imported. Again, as it has been done for the raw materials, we will try to distinct the richest in terms of imported ceramics tombs. Consequently, according to table 9 these are the tomb: 75, 106, 107, 207, 219, 283, 285 and 292. 
To conclude, an analysis of the pottery of the North cemetery of Knossos distinct six vessels, three straight-sided pithoi, a krater, and two ring-kernoi from tombs E, 107, 219, 283, 285 and 292, due to their decorative techniques and motifs, along with their Oriental influence. Additionally, not only do they advocate of the relationship between Crete and Near Eastern civilisations, but they do also indicate a probable prominent position within the social sphere of the dead they accompanied.  The last outcome is also being reinforced by the presentation of imported ceramics. Even though twenty out of more than three hundred tombs include such pottery, a large percentage of it is placed within eight more or less graves from the North cemetery of Knossos.

Concluding remarks  
To summarise, the above analysis of the grave goods provided from the North cemetery of Knossos had been presented into four basic axes: the proportion of bronze and iron, the iron weapons, the raw materials and their foreign origins and the ceramics. 
The particular conclusions that could derive from each one of the analysed axes intersect to the outcome of the existence of a specific group of tombs which include the larger proportions of each one of the subjects of analysis. More specifically, in the case of iron weapons, tombs 60, 75, 100, 107, 175, 218, 219, 283, 285 and 292 contain a significant number of them. Interesting is the fact that all of them, apart from tomb 75, contain also bronze artefacts. Concerning raw materials, the greater concentration of artefacts made of foreign materials rests within tombs J, Q, 18, 75, 78, 107, 219, 285, 292. Additionally, ‘prestigious’, due to their decoration and type, vessels appear in the following graves: E, 107, 219, 283, 285 and 292. Finally, the majority of imported ceramics is concentrated in tombs 75, 106, 107, 207, 219, 283, 285 and 292. 
A comparative analysis of all of the above groups reveals a number of tombs which appear to be included within all or most of the four contexts. These are the following: 75, 107, 219, 283, 285 and 292. Consequently, these six tombs contain iron and bronze weapons and objects, revealing a continuous access to both metals from sub-Minoan times onwards. In addition, they include various artefacts made of imported materials, a privilege that used to be applied during ancient times only to a narrow group of people. Finally, they present ceramics imported and non-imported, which clearly denote the foreign origins either of the technique or of the vessels themselves, raising their value, turning them into prestigious items. 






























Funerary rituals are not just a practice. They are not only a way to ‘say goodbye’ to the relative or to a friend, and obviously they are not simple customs. Funerary practices in general are ‘cultural events’. They are, worldwide, a form of expression, not only of pain, or sorrow, but also of ideas, ideologies of life, of human nature and what is the most important: they include and depict the society as a unity, affecting and being affected by it. 
The importance of burial rites in the archaeological research has been discussed in the above paragraphs. Within this chapter I tend to explore the nature and the process of both inhumation and cremation as presented from the information provided by the North cemetery of Knossos. However, first of all what was a burial for the ancient Greeks? 
It was necessary. Embedded within the everyday ideology, the burial practice for the ancient Greek tradition was a matter of ethics. The dead had to be buried in a proper to its life way, under the regulation of the ‘religious laws’ in order to complete the ‘passage’ to the alter life. In Sophocles, Antigone does not hesitate to defiance the king’s order not to bury her brother. She is willing to give her life in order to follow the unwritten statutes of gods where every one is equal to death: ‘…So for me to meet this doom is a grief of no account. But if I had endured that my mother's son should in death lie an unburied corpse, that would have grieved me. Yet for this, I am not grieved…’ (Sophocles, Antigone, 465-470).
Consequently, it is within the above lines that the way death was perceived by the livings, is underlined and ancient Greek literature offers many similar texts. However, there is nowhere a mention on an analogous ‘law’, written or ‘unwritten’, to determine the way of the burial ritual, i.e. if cremations were destined for the ‘corrupted’. Conversely, the practice of cremation, the most significant intersection within the Knossian funerary ideology, dominated within the Dark Age Knossian society, co-existing with the practice of inhumation. 
The inhumed skeleton from the North cemetery of Knossos are either disposed on the ground, or within vessels (pithoi, kraters). The ancient Greek tradition includes information, both from literature and decorative scenes, concerning the burial practice. It is almost certain that the basic axes of the funerary practices took place in the North cemetery. The first step is the cleaning of the dead body, as presented in the works of Sophocles Oedipus (1598) and Euripides Alcestis  (158). What followed was the bedew of the dead with liquids such as oil or fragrant oils, as seen in Antigone: ‘…and from a pitcher of beaten bronze held high she crowned the dead with thrice-poured libations (​http:​/​​/​www.perseus.tufts.edu​/​cgi-bin​/​vor?type=phrase&alts=0&group=typecat&lookup=libations&collection=Perseus:collection:Greco-Roman​)’ (Sophocles, Antigone, 430). In my perception the various slow-pouring vessels found within the tombs of the North cemetery may be related to that specific practice. The treatment of the body was consummated with the wrapping of the body with clothes, like the ones found from tombs 24, 107, 292 et cetera. Thereafter, the dead was placed on bier, the ‘prothesis’ and then transferred to his grave (ekfora). The findings of the North cemetery suggest that such a process was undertaken during the Dark Ages, since there have been found geometric iron bier-attachments in the tombs: 283, 218 and 219. Additionally, according to table 2, we are certain that these three graves did contain inhumations. 
However, in the case of cremations the procedure differed. We are not in the position to know exactly which steps were undertaken during the practice of cremation, however, again, literature provides us with information. More specifically, within the Homeric poem Iliad cremation is mentioned in five occasions: of the Greek and Trojan warriors (book: 7, lines: 405-436), of Eëtion (​http:​/​​/​www.perseus.tufts.edu​/​cgi-bin​/​vor?type=phrase&alts=0&group=typecat&lookup=E%C3%ABtion&collection=Perseus:collection:Greco-Roman​) (book: 6, lines: 414-420), of Hector (book: 24, lines: 660-667 and 778-804), of Achilles (book: 24, lines: 64-90) and of Patroclus (book: 23, lines: 1- 30). The above sources present information related to the deposition of the dead, the goods that accompany the dead during the cremation, the funerary meals and the collection of the bones and their placement within vessels. Thus, Hector is placed on the ‘…topmost pyre…’ (book: 24 line: 785), a pyre which was supported by many pieces of wood. In the North cemetery wood has been found in tomb 219, whereas fire-dogs and fire-baskets occur in tombs: 219 and 285. In addition, Eëtion (​http:​/​​/​www.perseus.tufts.edu​/​cgi-bin​/​vor?type=phrase&alts=0&group=typecat&lookup=E%C3%ABtion&collection=Perseus:collection:Greco-Roman​) was burnt with his armour (‘…but he burnt him in his armour…’ line: 416). According to Cavanagh in the case of the North cemetery there is evidence of grave goods being burnt with the dead, such as the sherds of two kraters, from tomb 219 (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.667). Oblations such as oil and honey are also mentioned but also in the case of Patroclus they include animals: ‘…and he made them a funeral feast to satisfy their hearts. Many sleek bulls bellowed about the knife, as they were slaughtered, many sheep and bleating goats, and many white-tusked swine, rich with fat, were stretched to singe over the flame of Hephaestus (​http:​/​​/​www.perseus.tufts.edu​/​cgi-bin​/​vor?type=phrase&alts=0&group=typecat&lookup=Hephaestus&collection=Perseus:collection:Greco-Roman​); and everywhere about the corpse the blood ran so that one might dip cups therein …’ (book: 23, line: 25). Twelve tombs of the North cemetery (N, Q, 14, 30, 46, 75, 98, 107, 175, 283, 285 and 292) contain animal teeth and bones (Coldstream & Catling 1996, p.668). Presumably, they have been burnt during the practice of cremation, being part of a funerary meal. Finally, Hector’s bones were put within a larnax, Patroclus’s  bones in a phiale and Achilles’ in an amphora., whereas most of the cremated bones in the North cemetery were placed within pithoi.    
Within the above paragraphs, I tried to form a brief presentation of the two practices, taking into consideration the evidence from the North cemetery of Knossos along with the information provided by literature and pottery. However, the introduction of cremation itself remains a mystery. The hypothesis that it was brought to the Helladic world through the Dorians is not that probable. If new mortuary customs were introduced due to the arrival of a new ethnic group, which occupied the authority, the generalised application of these new burial forms along with the essential disappearance of the indigenous element would have meant either the imposition of original perceptions, in other words a new ideology, or the eradication of the local people. However, since there is no evidence of catastrophic conflicts, I believe that the theory of Dorians no longer stands to reason.HghhhhHHiei

 Furthermore, the introduction of a new practice and its dominance, resemble to expresses the ideas of the whole population, rather than of an individual group. In addition, if we take into consideration the fact that the introduction of this new custom in the eleventh century B.C coincides with the opening of new cemeteries, a fact that according to Dickinson reflects the re-organisation of the settlement itself (Dickinson 200, p.146), it seems probable that what happened during the early Iron Age of Knossos was a process of social transformation, ideologically founded. What would such a transformation mean?
From the one part, it is related to the socio-political character of the society. If there was a stable unification of the population within this framework, then it could be expected that a polymorphism of the burial practices would not exist. Conversely, the coexistence of two funerary practices might be related to the cultural background of group of people, the ‘conservative’ or ‘innovated’ spirit of each society and to the ‘foreign’ influences. In Crete of the proto-geometric times, the residents have already crystallised a new ideology and they simply follow different mortuary traditions. As an example, the simultaneous application of both inhumation and cremation within one grave possibly implies simply the different preferences of individuals. Musgrave notes that there are examples where both rites have been practised side by side, concluding that apparently Greek ‘…did not hold very rigid views about how their bodies should be disposed of…’  (Musgrave 1990, p.273). Consequently, each rite presents a group of people of different preferences, perhaps of a ‘conservative’ or ‘innovated’ point of view. What is clear though, taking into consideration that as seen through the evidence of the North cemetery all had access to both practices (males, females, children, rich and non rich (?), is the fact that their choice was deliberate, free from any kind of social or religious direction. 
From the other part, the new practice could be related to an introduction a fundamentally new perception of death. At first, let us see what pyre could represent. Pyre, from its nature, is related to the idea of purification. During the Medieval times women, which were thought to be witches, were burnt. It was the only way, as people used to think, to exorcise the evil and be sure that, in a way, it won’t come back or be transferred. Could such a general idea be applied to the people of Dark Ages? Was cremation a way to ‘clean’ an ‘impurity’, maybe an epidemic? Apparently, the general picture of the applications of cremation from the Greece but from the North cemetery itself does not support such an argument. The number a cremations, its existence throughout a long period, the fact that ash-urns co-existed in the same tomb with inhumed skeletons prove no relation to a probable idea of ‘detergency’. 
An interesting contemporary theory tends to examine the practice of cremation, within an eschatological content, within the wider context of the general beliefs concerning the dead, the alter life et cetera. More specifically, Melas in his article in 1989 had stressed on the one part, on the relation between actions and ‘ecumenical principles’ (etics) and on the other part, on the diachronic homogeneity (​http:​/​​/​www.in.gr​/​dictionary​/​lookup.asp?Word=homogeneity​) of human mentality (emics). In other words, concerning the meaning of emics he argues that: ‘Certain rules of general rationality, concerning emotions as well as feelings and passions which (according to Hume) are invariably alike in every individual, and constitute the natural spring of human action and behaviour. Among these feelings we may mention emotions, desires, fear, insecurity and existential anxiety, animosity and aggression, love and hatred, ambition etc., all approached through categories which are constructed from personal experience of actions done today, as well as through social inheritance and generalisations built up over the generations…’ (Melas 1989, pp. 149-150). In his recent paper presented in a conference in Rhodes, based on the belief that the homogeneous constitution of human mind begins from the appearance of homo sapiens, he argues that it is the detection of these basic and common to all humans instincts and principles that could help archaeology decode the symbolic character of burials (Melas 1999). For Melas the basic principle which dominates human mind since the homo sapiens times is the faith in alter life and the fear of it. Based on this assumption, he describes the semantic context of cremation in one phrase: ‘The best dead in the cremated dead’ (Melas 1999, p.22). More specifically, he assumes that the everyday ideology of ancient Greek would be related to metaphysical inquietudes and superstitions in order to understand their existential concerns and the simple question ‘what is beyond death’. According to Melas, the burning of the dead body reflects the attempt of ancient people to free the soul of the dead, making sure that he will never come back; in other words, they were protecting themselves. Additionally, he supports his assumption by six arguments. Firstly, the human remains after they were collected they were put mostly within vessels. Secondly, these vessels, which as it is seen in some cases they had been placed upside down, were sealed with lids or stones. In addition, the tombs themselves were always sealed with rocks. Fourthly, the cemeteries were distanced from the settlements. Moreover, children normally were not cremated, since the human mind always believed that children were pure and as a result harmless. Finally, the deposition of grave goods along with the dead reflects the general belief that the soul of the dead will be satisfied if a proper burial is undertaken, where artefacts that belonged to him during his life, but also luxury artefacts were included. Otherwise the soul might return to the livings in order to assert them (Melas 1989). 
In my perception, the general idea of the above argument is very interesting. However, I believe that it is irrelevant to the ancient Greek mind and not capable to help us understand the meaning of cremation. The first question that the above theory fails to answer is the co-existence of inhumations and cremations. Additionally,  concerning his arguments, the evidence from the North cemetery of Knossos prove that children were cremated, whereas the stopple of vessels and tombs could simply function as a protection of the skeletons themselves, a protection of the tomb from a probable desecration. If not so, then how come Knossians were not afraid to open the tomb multiple times in order to deposit the new interment? In addition, the fact that cemeteries used to be distanced from settlements, even though there also exist different practices (i.e the Cypriot region called Kalavassos, where the dead were buried under the floors of houses), may depict something else than fear. It is probable that it forms the corollary of the belief that the world of the dead and the world of the living compose two different systems. To summarise, what I argue is that it is rather extreme to apply to the ancient Greek mind in general the fear of death and of ghosts, where burial customs served only as a protection from the angry and evil soul. To my point of view, the general picture presented by customs, practices and myths of ancient Greeks presents an acquaintance with the idea of the dead and of the alter-life. The existence of funerary meals within the cemetery and with the presence of the dead and the construction of a religious system based on ‘anthropomorphous’ gods, which were acting and feeling like humans are two simple characteristics which prove that issues which were beyond the everyday sphere of reality, they were tried to be understood through a rather ‘human’ way. Moreover, there are mentions within the Greek myths which present heroes going to the Tartar and then returning back. For example, the myth of Theseus  and Peirithus to take Persefone (a woman who was married to Hades) and of Herculis who was sent by Euristheus to kill a mythical beast, called  Kerberos (Graves 1957).What I argue here is that the world of gods and the world of dead was not for ancient Greeks neither distanced, nor frighten. In addition to Melas’s opinion, to my point of view, the procuration of the dead seems to derive not from fear but from a ‘moral need’. Antigone wants to bury her brother not because she was afraid of his soul, but because she could not stand the idea of his spirit being trapped into the world of the livings, not finding peace. Within the same framework, grave goods are part of a burial either because there were going to be used by the dead in the alter life, or as a render of honours to their relatives. 



























 Social relationships and social structure of the Knossian settlement
The end of the Bronze Age and the beginning of the Iron Age of Knossos signalled a new era for the population of central Crete. The general phenomenon of disturbance of the previous times, had probably affected all of the aspects of their reality, even though in a more bland way than other regions of Greece. 
Within that period of time, the inhabitants of Knossos chose to introduce the so-called North cemetery of Knossos. The evidence from this cemetery and more specifically, the continuity of its use and the increasing concentration of burials (Haggis 1993, pp.162-164), prove that Knossos remained the main centre of habitation (Coldstream 1991), (Morris 1991). In my perception, even though the Dark Ages are obviously a period of re-organisation for the Knossian settlement, as seen through the introduction of a new cemetery, the use of the word ‘stability’ in a wide meaning, could be applied to the case of Knossos. More specifically, the opening of a new cemetery, within which the arrangement of the earlier tombs (Medical Faculty site) generates a sense of disarray and probably a lack of forecast, the continual demographic increase which reaches its peak at the late-geometric period and the introduction of a new burial custom, mirror a settlement which displays new elements within its contents, as if it had just been established. On the other hand, however, the retaining of the practice of inhumation and of exterior relations, even if significantly limited compared to the previous eras, the multiple re-uses of the sub-Minoan and proto-geometric tombs, the existence of both metals (bronze and iron), symbols of two chronologically and culturally different periods and finally the continual inclusion within the tombs of weapons, symbolises a settlement whose ties to the past are not only obvious but also profound. Consequently, what I claim is that the general picture of the Dark Age Knossian settlement is structured under the combination of two contradictory elements, a characteristic which conforms to the general topographical picture of its cemetery. 
However, let us go a few centuries back in time; within the Minoan social structure, on the top of the social pyramid was the basileus-king who had under his ownership and control the renewable resources. In addition, among with his privileges was the control of people who worked in the section of production. The evidence from the North cemetery of Knossos does not generate such picture.  What exist are tombs that could belong to people of prominent position. However, the analysis of tombs in general does not present a picture of hiatus between the interments. The above assumption covenants with Haggis’s outcomes from the analysis of the Knossian settlement pattern, published in a conference paper in 2000.  Haggis argues that most houses seem of the same significance, a fact that proves that the gap between the leaders and their followers was not immense. Consequently, he ‘thinks in terms of a dominant family in each settlement cluster, which could form a segment of the whole community, accompanied by a wide if uneven spread of wealth’ (Dickinson 2006, p.110). In my perception, the so far published findings of the North cemetery advocate the above argument. Twenty tombs from the Medical Faculty site and two from the Tekke site along with tomb E, contained rich offerings. Additionally, sixteen out of the twenty eight tombs with iron weapons belong to the group of tombs found to include rich offerings. Finally, all of the prestigious vessels along with the imported ceramics from the North cemetery derive from the above graves. As a result it is obvious that a comparative analysis focused on the detection of the tombs with the largest concentration of ‘luxury’, valuable objects generates a list of six, more or less, graves: 75, 107, 219, 283, 285 and 292. Additionally, all of them, apart from tomb 283 and 292, belong to that part of graves who note the largest concentration of interments, whose burials extend from the proto-geometric times onwards. 
To summarise, tombs 75, 107, 219, 283, 285 and 292 contain the largest concentrations of iron weapons, imported ceramics and rich offerings, whereas they also include a no how inconsiderable percentage of bronze items within their general context of grave goods which partner their numerous interments. In my perception, based on the above analyses and the presented outcome, what appears as a logical interpretation is the existence of a group of people of prominent position within the social structure of the Dark Age Knossos. These people had access to prestigious items, either imported or locally manufactured of imported materials. Their competences are not easy to tell, however, taking into consideration the probable forms of prehistoric settlements, we could argue that they could had been associated to the organisation and control of the sectors of primary production and of workers. Even though due to the fragmentary nature of our evidence, it would probably be unsolicited to characterise them as rulers, within the next paragraphs, I will refer to that group of people by the term ‘ruling class’, describing mostly their prominent position, rather than their arbitrary ascribed to them, power. Additionally, if it was to describe the particular characteristics of that ruling class in relation to their grave goods, what could be argued?
Firstly, as it has been mentioned above, the access to significant and particular grave goods implies the control of workshops and of specialised craftsmen, such as the ‘Tree painter’. Since the possibility of a presence of immigrant craftsmen seems insecure, the most probable scenario is that due to their power, they had also access to the ‘products’ of the trade relations. As a result, foreign materials were given by them to the craftsmen along with their orders. 
Secondly, remarkable is the fact that all of the graves mentioned above, not only belong to the group of tombs that includes iron weapons, but they also present the largest percentages of them. A logical explanation of the existence of weapons within a cemetery context is that the era depicted through mortuary evidence was characterised by conflicts, wars, or fear of an invasion. However, according to most of the scholars such an interpretation could not be applied to the settlement of Knossos of the Dark Ages.  Moreover, the fact that only thirty out of more than three hundred tombs contain weapons obviously shows that it was not the fear of an invasion that led to the construction of iron weapons. Consequently, what remains as an explanation of their appearance is the other capacity weapons could bear: the symbolic. During the LM period Knossos reflected a ‘military character’, as seen through the elaborated tombs of ‘warriors’, the depictions of warriors and the inscriptions of charioteers (Hooker, 1996). The years that followed even though they do not reflect military tensed periods, they present a survival of the custom of weapons, a fact that can also be seen not only through the grave goods of various cemeteries, but also in the ideals expressed in Homeric poems. What I argue is that the ‘military character’ continued to exist not as a need, but as a tradition, depiction of an ideal. As a result, the ‘new’ weapons, made of iron, carry a symbolic significance, reminiscent of warriors. To take this argument a step further, the iron weapons found only in thirty tombs, and more specifically those found in the six tombs of the ‘ruling class’, could serve as proofs of the ‘heroic’ descent of their possessors and as symbols of their power, presenting an idealised picture of these individuals. In addition, it should also be mentioned what Snodgrass argues concerning the relation between iron weapons and tombs: ‘the evidence of the tombs that were richest in iron finds shows that burial with arms and other ostentatious metalwork is normally a recurrent feature among certain Knossian families, reappearing over periods that span anything from 50 to 200 years’ (Snodgrass 1964, p.577). In my perception the fact that it is certain tombs of specific Knosssian families that present a continual deposit of weapons supports the argument of an attribution of a symbolic significance to the general context of power embedded in these ‘ruling class’ families. 
Thirdly, the group of the above six tombs, along with a number of twelve graves that belong to the richest ones, are the only ones to contain bronze artefacts. It has been presented within the above paragraphs that Morris’s explanation on the existence of bronze weapons in proto-geometric and geometric tombs includes their function as symbols of heroic warriors (Morris 1989). The bronze artefacts from the proto-geometric and geometric tombs of Knossos North cemetery include various types of objects such as vessels, pins, sheets and a very limited number of weapons i.e. spearheads and phalarae. In general, in the case of the North cemetery, the number of bronze artefacts provided does not suffice for the composition of secure deductions. What is being presented here is a cemetery introduced in the same time when iron was the dominant metal, and bronze was mostly used for the manufacture of few vessels, ornaments and pins, probably due to its natural capacities as a metal. However, even though it is not easy to make any generalisation, I believe that it is not adventitious the fact that the six tombs which have been described as belonging to a ‘ruling class’, include a large concentration of bronze artefacts but also a few samples of bronze weapons. More specifically, in my perception the above characteristic connotes not only the access of these families to a rare metal, but also their bonds with the past.
To summarise, an analysis of the cemetery in terms of the grave goods provided us with evidence of a specific group of six tombs with the largest concentration of luxury and rare materials, of weapons and finally, of ceramics with exceptional decoration. In my perception the particular characteristics of these tombs correspond to the picture of the tombs of a Dark Age ‘ruling class’, who had access to artefacts of symbolic significance, a fact that mirrors the power and the control the possessed. 
Additionally, if this assumption is correct, then the rest of the graves, who have been characterised as the ‘richest’, could probably belong to families who had a close relationship to the above group of population. They would also have had a prominent position within the social hierarchy, and their duties would have been ‘dictated’ by the ruling class.
Finally, apart from the concepts of ‘prestige’ and ‘power’, which are essential for the generation of outcomes concerning the social stratification of a society,  the analysis of the grave goods of the richest tombs provide us with another very interesting characteristic of these families: the element of inheritance throughout the members of specific families. In other words, the property seems to devolve hereditary throughout generations. The above assumption is being supported by the continual re-uses of tombs, the inclusion of rich offerings or of iron weapons within the burial context of specific tombs, and the fact that some tombs present a grand variety of grave goods. However, if this assumption is correct, what it can really tell us about the social ideology of the Dark Age Knossian people is that not only the social structure of their settlement, but also their everyday life was centred on the core of family. In other words family was the basic constitutive element of the society and its importance within the members of the settlements, is depicted at the analysis of mortuary evidence, where is apparent the tendency to keep the ‘family ties’ and the bonds with the ancestors. 
However, it could be argued that the above analysis, based on the examination of the social hierarchy of the Dark Age Knossian settlement is mostly focused on the findings from the Medical Faculty site. As it has been mentioned within the above paragraphs, the Tekke and the Fortetsa burial sites were introduced in the proto-geometric times, a fact that could probably be related to a demographic increase, which according to Coldstream took place during that period of time. An analysis in terms of an inter-cemetery level, would find interesting the fact that two different burial sites were chosen to be placed a few metres away from the main burial ground (Medical Faculty), which had been introduced in the sub- Minoan times. It would also be probable that this particular characteristic connotes an attempt to separate the families buried within the Tekke and the Fortetsa tombs from the rest of the population, most likely due to their prominent position. Concerning the Tekke site, it is true that some of its tombs contained ‘prestigious’ items, as presented in table 8. In addition, it was the particular characteristics of the gold artefacts included within these tombs that lead Coldstream to raise the hypothesis of the existence of a ‘Tekke workshop’. However, the tombs from both of the above two sites are not preserved in a good condition, most of them have been totally destroyed or thoroughly damaged and so are the grave goods they contained. As a result, in my perception, taking into consideration the so far published evidence from the North cemetery of Knossos, the only site which can clearly yell information concerning the Knossian past-lives is the Medical Faculty. Finally, the position of the Tekke and Fortetsa sites could be related not only to a significant position of the interments within the social hierarchy, but also to the geological suitability of the land itself, or to a deliberate choice of specific Knossian families to introduce their cemeteries close to their properties. Nevertheless, all of the above are hypothesis which need to be ascertained within the future archaeological research of the North cemetery.
The above paragraphs have been dedicated to the examination of the social stratification of the Knossian settlement. However, what information does the mortuary evidence from the North cemetery of Knossos gives us, concerning the social relations related to the structure of that settlement? What could we tell about the treatment and the position of women and children within the Knossian social sphere? 
Concerning female burials, according to table 2, the only secure identification of the gender of the interment has been made in the case of tombs J and E, where two women had been cremated and inhumed. However, gender identification is also attainable, through the examination of the existence of female types of objects. In general, jewelleries such as finger rings and bracelets composed by beads made of various materials have been considered to be belongings of women. However, nowadays, it is being argued that such jewelleries could also belong to men. Consequently, even though, according to table 8 North cemetery presents a variety of jewellery types, such as beads, finger rings et cetera, they will not be presented as de facto female possessions. Nonetheless, what can be presented with certainty as a female object is a number of dress pins from six tombs (J, 75, 104, 109, 175, 218) (Coldstream & Catling 1996, pp.594-595) along with the number of proto-geometric and geometric pyxides from tombs D, G, J, L, M, O, Q, 13, 100, 104, 107, 175, 207, 218, 219, 283, 285, 287, 292, 294 (table 9). As a result it could be argued that the above tombs contained both male and female burials. Taking into consideration all of the above, along with the fact that there are no evidence of a distinction in burial practices, in terms of sex, we could conclude that concerning the mortuary practices of the North cemetery of Knossos, there appears to be no differentiation in terms of gender. Within the framework of family tombs, both sexes were buried together. 
   The same conclusion derives from the examination of children burials. In fact tombs 30, 78 and 280 contain with certainty children burials. Within tomb 30 the child was buried along with adults, probably their relatives, whereas tomb 78 contains only a late-geometric burial of infant. What is interesting about the last tomb is the fact that an infant was found to be buried along with various rich offerings, such as faience figurines, and gold artefacts (table 8). Since there are no indications of the existence of an adult burial within tomb 78, then, it is obvious that these grave goods were supposed to accompany the child. Concerning the particular burial context, various hypothesis can be raised, such as that the child descended from an ‘aristocratic’ family with access to imported artefacts from Near East. However, even if the evidence of children burials from the North cemetery of Knossos is limited, what is being clearly depicted is the fact that children had the same burial treatment with adults, buried within collective, family tombs, along with their personal grave goods. 
Within the above paragraphs, we have tried to explore the way the Dark Age Knossian society was structured, through the examination of signs of differentiation among the tombs of the North cemetery of Knossos. In general, as Coldstream points out ‘there is no type of grave, and no method of disposal of the dead which sets one interment apart from another’ (Colsdtream & Catling 1996, p.720), whereas, most of the grave goods appear within most of the tombs. However, in order to understand the ‘basic rules’ which regulated the everyday life of the Dark Age Knossian settlement, we need to keep in mind the fact that in addition to other regions of the Helladic world, Knossos retained its position as a centre after the end of the late Bronze age. In addition, even if the effects of the cultural ‘recoil’ are apparent, it did not loose its position and identity within the era that followed. As a result, in my perception, we should not expect to see grand transformations within the Knossian socio-political system, since the tradition, which continued to exist, would have played its role in the denotation of the social sphere. In other words, a dominant class would have existed, probably pertinent to the precedent and it is due to its power and control that Knossos during the middle and late-geometric period presents signs of ‘recovery’, such as demographic increase, and augmentation of imports and exports. 
Consequently, an analysis based on the detection of a dominant class, or of families of high status, conducts to the ascertainment of a group of tombs, which could be called as the richest. A comparative analysis shows that all of them contained the same type of prestigious items, artefacts of imported materials, weapons and ceramics of elaborated decoration. However, what type of authority did these prominent families serve? 
















It could be argued that societies are a type of a ‘living system’. They are comprised by different components, they are influenced and determined by the multiple interactions of their constituent elements with the environment, they develop and evolute throughout time. Some times they also follow a similar to the natural environment course of life: they ‘emerge’, develop, reach their maturity, and die. 
Archaeology throughout its history of thought as a discipline, has tried, and still tries to create a coherent basis of methodology in order to reach its main target: the reconstruction of the past. Thus, archaeologists examine the evolution of human beings through the analysis of their remains. The objective is to understand human process throughout time and space, not in biological terms, but in relation to the developing of ‘their world’. Within that research the material culture plays a significant role. Shanks and Tilley have argued that: ‘…Material culture can be considered to be a mode of non-verbal communication, at one at the same time both simpler and more complex than written or spoken language…’ (Shanks and Tilley 1987, p.132). In other words, it is the objects we possess, create and use that constitute our world and our sense of ‘being’ and contrarily it is us that create and define our material culture through our needs and our experience of the world. Thus, there is a mutual and complementary relationship between people and objects. As a result it is inevitable that material culture is the main mean, the main source of information for archaeologists in order to understand and shape past realities.
When it comes to mortuary evidence, the importance of material culture is greater. Not only artefacts serve as mirrors of our ‘worlds’, but they are also embedded with the picture of our perception of the world. In other words, they convey the ideologies which determine the way we structure our realities, i.e religions, cosmologies. Since ‘death’ for past societies was considered to be simply another world, people were trying to ‘transfer’ the world of the livings to the world of the dead. Consequently, relatives were entrusted with the task to provide the deceased with everything he might needed. Therefore, cemeteries are a reflection of the world of the livings and their counterparts are mirrors of their ideologies and social institutions. 
Within that framework, the North cemetery of Knossos, is a reflection of a Dark Age society, who is trying to stabilise its position and existence after a long period of disarray and chaos. However, in addition to other regions of the Helladic world, it would have been easier for Knossos to overcome the bad correlations of the past, since it was one of the ‘stable communities’, characterised by a continual use. Consequently, the ties with the past and the uniformity of the basic ideologies would have been in a way, easier to retain.
The existence of family tombs, the continual deposition of weapons and prestigious artefacts within specific tombs yell that the ties with the past were profound. Additionally, the same element might have characterised the social institutions themselves. The existence of a group of people of prominent position would have been not only a familiar, to Knossian people, form of social stratification, but also a need in order to achieve the evolution of their community. The analysis of the North cemetery’s tombs confirms the existence of such an elite, or aristocracy. A small group of tombs which contained weapons and prestigious items might have belonged to families of prominent position within the social hierarchy. 
In addition, at the same time the general picture generated by the analysis of mortuary evidence proves that the gap between the ‘castes’ was not that immense. Consequently, there did exist a group of people of high status, or a form of authority, but it was not as bureaucratic as the one found in the Minoan and Mycenaean civilisation, whereas the religious funerary laws gave people the opportunity of a deliberate choice of the burial custom. 
To conclude, unfortunately, the presentation of generalisations and well-established outcomes rests to the future, since the contemporary excavations of Dark Age Knossian settlements hide many ‘new’ information waiting to be brought to light. Within that framework archaeology of death remains a very important branch of archaeology. After all, mortuary practices can reveal everyday practices, since they were of great significance to humans of the past; or not? The answer might hide in the words of Solon:    











     
                                                        

































































Table 1. The sub-periods of Dark Ages, based on the pottery found from the 






E	Inhumations of a male and a female (both between 18-21) within PG krater	
O		EG Adult in Necked pithos, MG in Adult four-handled pithos
J	Inhumation in EPG Cooarse- necked pithos(probably earlier burial)	Cremation of a woman (under 30) in EPG coarse-necked pithos
Q		PGBEG Coarse necked pithos-urn 
1		1 MG urn in a Four-handled pithos, 3 LG urns in Four-handled pithoi 
13		PGBEG Adult in Two-handled pithos
16	Unburnt bones (date uncertain) 	
18	SM burial 	EG Adult in Coarse necked pithos
19		LG in Four-handled pithos, 
25	Inhumation probably EPG	
26	SM Inhumations	2 LG cremation Four-handled pithoi
28		Cremated bones in a PGB Necked pithos
30	Inhumation probably PG	2 Cremations prehaps an adult and a child (probably PG)
60	Unburnt bones (date uncertain)	LG cremation Four-handled pithos
75		MG Adult 26-35 in Four-handled pithos, MG Adult 26-35?in four-handled pithos, MG in four-handled pithos, MG in two-handled pithos, MG in four-handled pithos, LG adult 26-35 in two-handled pithos
78	LG inhumation of an infant (12-16 years old) inside a coarse pithos	
100	HL/ R inhumation 	
104	HL burial 	2 LG adults in 2 four-handled pithoi 
106	HL inhumation	
107	HL inhumation 	33 cremation pithoi in a period extending from PGB to LO
112	HL and SM inhumation	SM cremation
121	3 SM inhumations	
126		1 LG cremation Four-handled pithos




200-202		3 SM cremations: 2adults and 1 child
207		Burnt bones (PG(?), probably belong to a young individual
218	Inhumation probably PG (accompanied by 3 weapons)	MG Adult in four-handled pithos, LG adult in two-handled pithos, MG adult in four-handled pithos
219	EPG and PG interment 	Ash-urns
229		LG adult in two-handled pithos, LG cremation in Four-handled pithos, LG cremation in Skyphos
280	Inhumation of an infant (probably EG)	
283	2 inhumations (at least) of adults (probably PG)	
285		MPG in bell-krater, EMPG adult in coarse necked pithos, LPGadult (36-45) in coarse necked pithos, MG adult in two-handled pithos, LPG in coarse necked pithos, EPG in bell krater
287	Inhumation of a young adult (probably G)	1 adult cremation
292	3 MG interments	



















Table 3. Date and origin of the textile remains found in the North cemetery of 



























Table 4.  The tombs and their first and second uses, as proposed by Cavanagh  

































Table 5.  A sample of twenty two tombs from the North cemetery of Knossos 

























O	1 Spearhead, 1 Javellin-head
Q	Iron weapon, 1 Spearhead
13	1 Arrowhead
16	1 One-edged knife
18	 1 Knife 
24	1 Dirk, 2 Daggers
26	1 Spearhead
28	2 Spearheads
45	1 Spearhead, 1 Javelin-head
48	1 Spearhead
60	1 Sword, 1 Sword blade, 1 One-edged knife, 1 Knife blade
75	3 Swords, 26 Dirks, 4 Spearheads, 4 Javelin-heads
100	2 One-edged knives,4 Javelin-heads,1 Javelin blade, 5 Spearheads
106	1 Javelin tip, 1 Javelin head, 1 Sword
107	1 One-edged knife,2 Javelin-heads,1 Javelin tip, 2 Arrowheads
125	1 Sword, 1 Javelin- head
134	4 Javelin-heads
175	2 Swords, 1 Dagger, 6 Javelin-heads, 1 One-edged knife, 4 Spearheads
186	1 One-edged knife, 1 Dirk
201	1 One-edged knife, 1 Dirk
208	1 One-edged knife, 1 Dirk
218	2 Swords, 1 Spearhead, 3 Arrowheads, 2 Javelin-heads, 2 One-edged knives 
219	1 Sword, 2 Dirks, 5 Spearheads, 13 Javelin-heads, 9 One-edged knives
283	4 Dirks, 3 Swords, 2 Spearheads, 4 One-edged knives
285	3 Dirks, 7 Spearheads, 17 Javelin-heads, 1 One-dged knife




F/67. T.4	3 Spearheads, 1 Knife











O	Bronze object	1 Spearhead, 1 Javelin-head
Q	Pins, Pan	Iron weapon,                   1 Spearhead
13	Cauldron	1 Arrowhead
60	Strap, Strip, Coin	1 Sword, 1 Sword blade, 1 One-edged knife, 1 Knife blade
78	3 Fibulae	
100	Pin, Coin, 'Plaque', Jug, Wire bead, 6 Vessels	2 One-edged knives,4 Javellin-heads,1 Javelin blade,5 Spearheads
104	Fibula, Cauldron, Pins	
107	8 Sheets, 7 Pins, 6 Fibulae, Depilatory tweezers, 3 Vessels, 2 Strips	1 One- edged knife,         2 Javelin-heads,1 Javelin tip, 2 Arrowheads
134	Vase, 3 Sheets	4 Javelin-heads
175	2 Fibulae, 2 Strips, Ring, Pin	2 Swords, 1 Dagger,          6 Javelin-heads, 1 One-edged knife,                       4 Spearheads, 2 Fibulae
186	Spearhead, Phalara	1 One-edged knife,                 1 Dirk
201	Four-sided stand, 6 Arrowheads, 1 Spearhead, Phalara, Strip	1 One-edged knife,           1 Dirk
207	2 Sheets, Hemisperical bowl	Pins
218	Depilatory tweezers, Fibula, 2 Pins, Strip, Sheet, 'Plaque'	2 Swords, 1 Spearhead, 3 Arrowheads, 2 Javelin-heads, 2 One-edged knives 
219	19 Vessels, 2 Pins, Earring, 8 Sheets, Skyphos, Cauldron, Fibula,Phalara, Strip	1 Sword, 2 Dirks,                   5 Spearheads, 13 Javelin-heads, 9 One-edged knives, 5 Rods, Obellos
283	Mirror handle, 2 Rivets, Pins, Strip, 7 Sheet, 3 vessels, Rod	4 Dirks, 3 swords,                 2 Spearheads, 4 One-edged knives, Pin
285	Pins, Sheets, Fibula, Cauldron, Jug	3 Dirks, 7 Spearheads,  17 Javelin-heads, 1 One-edged knife, Pins, Rods, Plate, Axe
292	Pins, 2 Spirals, 4 Fibulae, Rod, Spearhead, Vessel, Depilatory tweezers, Sheet	1 Knife, 4 Javelin-heads, 5 One-edged knives,       1 Arrowhead, Pins, Axe, 3 Rods
Table 7.  Tombs containing both bronze and iron weapons and artefacts from the 




J	Pair of gold dress pins (E-MPG), Silver pin (PG), 2 Clay beads (PG)                                                               
N	Gold foil (PG)
O	Glass bead
Q	Gold finger ring with oval bezel (PG), Rock crystal beads, Clay bead, 2 Glass beads (LG)
13	Faience handle, Steatite button
16	Steatite button
18	4 Amber  beads, Stone gem in gold setting (EG) 
48	Two ornaments of gold foil (EG)
59	Gold finger ring (EG)
75	3 Glass beads (G), Diadem of gold foil (EG)
78	2 Egyptian blue scarabs (LG), Electrum earrings, 2 Gold foils, 3 Amber beads, Faience bead, 3 Faience figurines, Silver pendant (LG), Rock crystal pendant, Glass bead (LG)
100	Faience disc beads
104	Gold earrings (G tomb)
107	Straight-sided pithos, Steatite button, Glass bead (LG)
125	Glass bead (LG)
201	Ivory hilts on two swords (PG), Ivory pin
218	 Amber pin head with gold shaft, Steatite bead
219	Faience disc beads, Faience couchant lion vessel, Egyptian blue vessel (LG), Gold foil of a man between two lions (MG),3 Ivory handles, Clay bead (MG)
283	Clay bead (MG), Straight-sided pithos (PGB)
285	Faience disc beads, 2 Pieces of gold foil (PGB),Ivory (and bronze) fibula, 5 Glass beads (G)
292	Straight- sided pithos, 2 Ivory handles, Ivory sword hilt, Glass vessel (MPG), Glass bead (EG)
294	Clay bead (MG)
















J	7 LPG Attic high-footed skyphoi, 7 LPG Attic cups
13	LPG Attic Belly-handled amphora
60	LG Euboean Skyphos
65	MG Attic Skyphos
75	LG Attic Skyphos, LG Cycladic Skyphos
80	Cypriot Lekythos
85	Cypriot Lekythos
100	EG Attic Belly-handled amphora, MG Cycladic Skyphos
104	Cypriot Lekythos
106	EG Attic Belly-handled amphora, MG Attic Skyphos, LG Attic Skyphos, Cypriot Oinochoai
107	MG Attic Oinochoe, 2 MG Attic Pointed-pyxides, MG Attic Flat-pyxis, MG Cycladic skyphos, Cypriot Lekythos
125	Cypriot Lekythos
134	Cypriot Lekythos
175	MG Attic Lekythos, Cypriot Oinochoai
207	EG Attic Belly-handled amphora, LPG Attic Krater, LPG Attic Kalathos, LPG Attic Skyphos
218	Attic Skyphos
219	MG Attic Neck-handled amphora, 1 LPG-1 EG -1MG Attic Belly-handled amphorae, MG Attic Flat-pyxis, MG Attic Krater, Attic Skyphos, LG Euboean Krater, MG Cycladic skyphos, Cypriot Lekythos
283	MG Attic Pointed- pyxis, MG Attic Krater, MG Cycladic Neck-handled amphora, MG Cycladic Cup
285	LPG Attic Neck-handled amphorae, EG Attic belly-handled amphora, MG Attic Oinochoe, MG Attic Krater, LPG Attic Kantharos, LPG Attic  Skyphos, LPG Corinthian Pyxis, 2 Cypriot Lekythoi
292	MG Attic Flat-pyxis, Attic Skyphos, 2 MG Cycladic Skyphoi, Cypriot Oinochoai, 2 Cypriot Lekythoi
294	MG Attic Mug










Graph 1. The proportion of inhumations and cremations in relation to the total 
	number of human remains from the North cemetery of Knossos


Graph 2.  The proportion of cremations in the proto-geometric and geometric times in 






Graph 3.  The proportion of bronze and iron artefacts during the Iron Age from the 










Graph 5. The proportion of raw materials in relation to the total number of artifacts from Knossos North cemetery
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